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UNHCR donates large tents and personal protective equipment to combat the rise of COVID-
19 cases in Somalia

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, has donated medical items in the form of large tents and
personal protective equipment (PPE) to the Federal Government’s Ministry of Humanitarian
Affairs and Disaster Management amid the rising number of COVID-19 cases in Somalia.

The latest donation, consisting of three large isolation/treatment medical tents, 50,000 face
shields and 10,000 pairs of gloves, is part of UNHCR’s ongoing efforts to support the government
of Somalia in curbing the spread of COVID-19.

UNHCR’s response to the pandemic since last year has included availing more than forty large
isolation and/or treatment medical tents and containers to the government, awareness raising
campaigns and messaging that has reached well over one million individuals with life-savings
information, capacity building of health facilities with medical materials, installing nearly one
hundred hand-washing stations and/or boreholes, distributing PPEs and hygiene/sanitary kits to
tens of thousands of individuals and more.

“The United Nations and International Community are working hard alongside the Government
for the urgent roll-out of vaccinations under COVAX and similar health initiatives. Somalia’s latest
wave of COVID-19 reignites the emergency that started one year ago, and underscores the need
for humanitarian actors to support the Government and the people of Somalia to restrain the
spread of this very contagious virus through prevention and treatment measures,” said UNHCR
Representative Johann Siffointe.

In the course of receiving the donation, the Minister for Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster
Management, Khadija Mohamed Diriye, commended UNHCR for its timely support to the Federal
Government during a trying and difficult time in Somalia.

According to figures from the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Federal Government,
Somalia had recorded 7,392 laboratory-confirmed cases and 243 deaths since the onset of the
pandemic. Although these figures are lower than global averages, the country has witnessed an
unprecedent surge of cases over the last weeks. On 28 February, Somalia recorded its
highest daily rate with 266 new confirmed cases and eight deaths.
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