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Overview
The arrival of refugees to Cox’s Bazar from Myanmar put a large strain on the local environment. During the initial 
phase of the emergency, hundreds of thousands of refugees struggled to build emergency shelters with the 
materials they could find, and used firewood from forest areas for cooking. This led to being cleared and trees 
being cut extensively. UNHCR has worked with the authorities and other humanitarian agencies in Cox’s Bazar over 
last 2 years on solutions to mitigate the impact on the environment and protect and restore it with the help of 
refugees. The LPG distribution programme of UNHCR is on-going and proving to be critical for the protection of 
the local environment. 99% of the refugees have started some cooking with LPG since April 2019. A biomass 
survey is being realized together with the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and it will 
allow to quantify the positive impact of the LPG programme on deforestation and the preservation of ecosystem. 
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*3,300 LPG Support was provided to IOM managed camps and 18,900 HH
were handed over from Caritas whom UNHCR provided LPG support from
2019 along with the mentioned distribution by location

For any query contact: bgdcoim@unhcr.org


