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Measures impacting refugees in Lebanon

Shop closures (June - December 2019)
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Following the introduction of administrative and policy measures impacting the protective environment in Lebanon, 
UNHCR – in collaboration with partners – has systematically been monitoring measures affecting refugees since June 
2019. Enforcement of existing Lebanese regulations in 2019, coupled with a Higher Defence Council decision to ensure 
compliance with work permit regulations for foreign workers to increase formality and subsequently protection of the labour 
force, led to a series of shop and business closures. Refugees have been negatively impacted, as this directly affects their 
access to livelihoods opportunities.
This dashboard outlines the closure by authorities of shops that are owned or managed (or perceived to be) by Syrians, in 
the period June-December 2019. Most shop closures during this period took place in July 2019, shortly following the 
issuance of an action plan by the Ministry of Labour, and mostly in the governorates of Akkar and the Bekaa. The vast 
majority of shop closures are due to the lack of the required work permit or operational licence, or the lack of legal 
residency. Since the start of nation-wide protests in October 2019, no shop closures have been recorded.
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Note: A shop closure can have more than one alleged reason. 
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Inability to pay municipal fees or taxes

Risk to the environment

Political considerations

Security-related considerations

Not respecting standards shops/supermarkets in…

Discrimination (nationality/religion/other)

Competing with Lebanese owned shops

Tensions with host community

Lack of legal residency

Not having required operational license

Not having required work permit

Note: A shop closure can be ordered by more than one actor. Note: A shop closure can be implemented/enforced by more than one actor.
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