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OPERATIONAL UPDATE 

299,315 
Number of refugees in South 

Sudan. 93% come from Sudan, 

5% from the Democratic Republic 

of the Congo, 1% from Ethiopia, 

and 1% from the Central African 

Republic.  

South Sudan 
January 2020 

FUNDING 

$177.3 million 
requested for the operation in 2020 

In this issue 

¶ Road, shelter, and water and sanitation infrastructure repairs move forward in flood-damaged greater Ma-

ban County, Upper Nile State, where UNHCR and partners are assisting 150,000 refugees and 50,000 host 

community members. (Page 3) 

¶ UNHCR and partner Samaritanôs Purse host a team of eye surgeons who operated on 273 refugees and 

host community members with cataracts in greater Maban County, Upper Nile State. (Page 4) 

¶ More than 2,300 children from the refugee and host communities receive care through UNHCRôs commu-

nity-based management of acute malnutrition programme. (Page 6) 

¶ UNHCRôs IDP Protection Unit conducts six protection monitoring missions in Unity and Upper Nile States. 

(Page 10) 

 

Farida, a Sudanese refugee woman, proudly holds her certificate after completing a welding and metal 
fabrication training and receiving a start-up kit. ñAlthough people usually think that welding and metal 

fabrication are menôs jobs, women can also do it because they are as strongò says Farida.  
É UNHCR/Martim Gray Pereira  

1.47 million 
Number of internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) in South Sudan, 

13% of which are staying inside 

six UNMISS Protection of Civilians 

sites. 

262,876 
Number of South Sudanese 

refugees who have returned in a 

self-organized manner (November 

2017 - 31 January 2020) 2.2 

million remain in neighbouring 

countries 

POPULATIONS OF CONCERN 

95% unfunded 

$169 M 
5% funded 

$8.3 M 
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Armed conflict in South Sudan has declined since the 

parties to the civil war signed a peace agreement in 

September 2018; however, implementation of the deal 

is lagging and the political situation remains fragile. 

Meanwhile, poor rule of law and easy access to arms 

has resulted in an increase in inter- and intra-

communal violence that continues to displace people. 

Still, the South Sudanese are hopeful and, despite UN-

HCRôs non-return advisory for refugees, many dis-

placed persons are showing interest in heading home.  

At the same time, insecurity in neighboring countries 

has pushed nearly 300,000 refugees into South Sudan. 

UNHCR South Sudan supports refugees in 21 camps 

and settlements across the country, and is heavily in-

volved in aiding IDPs and IDP returnees through the 

countryôs protection and camp management humanitar-

ian clusters.  

UNHCR is also working with South Sudanôs Relief and 

Rehabilitation Commission and other partners to moni-

tor spontaneously returning refugeesô protection needs, 

and advocate for the vulnerable among them to be in-

cluded in existing aid mechanisms.  

Operational Context 

A Protection Monitor with UNHCR partner Danish Refugee Council (in orange) discusses the risks of female genital mutilation with 
refugees in Maban County, Upper Nile. É UNHCR/Mary-Sanyu Osire  

Key Updates 

¶ President Salva Kiir and 
main opposition leader Dr. 
Riek Machar met several 
times in January to discuss 
key sticking points in the 
implementation of the peace 
agreement, such as the 
number of states and 
transitional security 
arrangements, with little 
progress.  

¶ Sudanese refugee peace 
delegates returned to 
Maban, Upper Nile, on 13 
January after participating in 
peace negotiations with the 
Sudanese government in 
Juba facilitated by President 
Salva Kiir. 

¶ The reporting period was 
characterized by reports of 
forced recruitment, leading 
to an increased number of 
youth seeking safety in the 
UNMISS Protection of 
Civilian site in Bentiu, Unity. 


