Ethiopia:
2018 Year End Report
SOUTH SUDAN REGIONAL RRP
January - December 2018

365,021

SOUTH SUDANESE
REFUGEES HOSTED IN
ETHIOPIA (31 DEC 2018)

US$ 342.1 M

REQUIRED IN ETHIOPIA IN
2018

46%

24

FUNDING RECEIVED

RRP PARTNERS IN
ETHIOPIA
IN 2018

SITUATION OVERVIEW

The largest refugee population in Ethiopia is comprised of South Sudanese totalling 422,240 persons by the end
of 2018. Ethiopia recognizes Refugees from aSouth Sudan are recognized prima facie, Ethiopia maintains an open
border policy for persons fleeing persecution or armed conflict, having hosted successive waves of arrivals, and
assisted subsequent voluntary repatriations, of South Sudanese over recent decades. Ongoing violence in Upper
Nile, Jonglei and Unity States that has increasingly impacted border areas, resulted in 17,554 new arrivals seeking
asylum in 2018. The majority were accommodated through the expansion of Nguenyyiel Camp in the Gambella
Region.
While noting with cautious optimism the signing of a revitalized peace agreement in September 2018 by the South
Sudanese factions, and continuing to assess the enabling environment for safe and voluntary return, the Gambella
Region in Western Ethiopia has continued to receive new arrivals. Despite ongoing informal cross-border movements,
including traditional movements in tribal areas that traverse the border, the refugee population is expected to
remain stable. Although a modest number of new arrivals have been relocated to the Benishangul-Gumuz Region to
ease the pressure on Gambella, the trend of new arrivals traveling with livestock, together with a prevailing security
environment that has restricted the onward relocation of persons of concern indicates that the Region will continue
to host the majority of additional new arrivals.
There are a total of 35,000 unaccompanied and separated children from South Sudan in the Gambella Region. On
average, this demographic constitutes 21 per cent of new arrivals. Many having experienced traumatic events leading
to their initial displacement or during their subsequent flight, including the death of parents or forced recruitment
by armed actors. As a consequence, child protection remained a high priority in the delivery of essential services;
which included support for care-arrangements, psycho-social care at child friendly spaces, and if deemed necessary
individual case management to determine the need for additional specialized care.
The security situation in the region remains
unpredictable;
with
security
incidents
affecting refugees, host communities and
humanitarian workers.. New arrivals are mostly
of Nuer ethnicity, 91 percent based on current
registration profiling, while the majority of
Ethiopians in the Gambella Region are drawn
from both Nuer and Anuak populations. As
a consequence, identifying land and the
expansion of camps within areas inhabited
by Ethiopian Nuer is essential, as well as
the promotion of community security, social
cohesion and peaceful coexistence between
refugees and host communities by enhancing
access to justice for both communities. The
natural environment in the area is fragile and
access to alternative energy for cooking and
light is minimal, resulting in refugees having to
collect firewood.
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Kristine Hambrouck, Assistant Representative, hambrouc@unhcr.org; Hye Jin Zumkehr, Reporting Officer, zumkehr@unhcr.org
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Investments in energy and the environment are informed by the global Safe Access to Fuels and Energy Strategy
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Modest investments continued to be made in traditional livelihood activities implemented in support of refugees;
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Kristine
Hambrouck,
Assistant Representative,
hambrouc@unhcr.org; Hye Jin Zumkehr, Reporting Officer, zumkehr@unhcr.org
South Sudanese
refugees received an
average of 17 litres of
water per person
per day

Emergency
water supplies
provided to new arrivals

> 44,000
families don’t have access
to family latrines.

TheKristine
provision
of safe
drinking
water,
emergency latrines
and the
dissemination
of key messages on personal
Hambrouck,
Assistant
Representative,
hambrouc@unhcr.org;
Hye Jin Zumkehr,
Reporting
Officer, zumkehr@unhcr.org
and environmental hygiene to refugees at reception centres and upon relocation was prioritized as part of the
effort to reduce morbidities from water borne diseases as well as the risk of communicable disease outbreaks.
Emergency water supplies were provided to new arrivals and transitioned to permanent water systems where
possible, and integrated with water systems of host communities. In parallel, family shared latrines and showers
were constructed to service each block within expanded camp locations and were transitioned to latrines for
each household subject to resources. More than 42,000 families do not have access to their own family latrines.
At the end of the year, the provision of safe water remained at the 2017 average of 14.75 l/p/d. In August, water
trucking was discontinued in Gambella following Nguenyyiel’s integration into the Itang Water System.
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CRRF
The Government of Ethiopia maintained an open-door policy for refugees and asylum-seekers and worked
further towards the realization of the nine pledges made in 2016. Humanitarian and development partners
worked towards strengthening the CRRF goals, and the related nine pledges. The revised Refugee Proclamation
was unanimously passed by the Council of Ministers in June 2018, but remained with Parliament for adoption at
the end of the year.

RRP PARTNERS
•• Action Against Hunger
•• Concern WorldWide
•• Danish Church Aid
•• Danish Refugee Council
•• Food and Agriculture Organisation
•• GOAL
•• HelpAge International
•• International Medical Corps
•• International Organisation for Migration
•• International Rescue Committee
•• Lutheran World Federation
•• Maternity Foundation

•• Mothers And Children Multisectoral Development
Organization
•• Norwegian Refugee Council
•• OXFAM
•• Partner for Refugee Service
•• Plan International
•• Rehabilitation and Development Organization
•• Save the Children International
•• United Nations Children’s Fund
•• United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
•• World Food Programme
•• World Vision International
•• ZOA International

FOR MORE INFORMATION
South Sudan Data Portal - https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/southsudan
Clementine Awu Nkweta Salami, Representative to Ethiopia, nkwetasa@unhcr.org; Hye Jin Zumkehr, Reporting Officer,
zumkehr@unhcr.org;
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