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INTRODUCTION 
 

Madagali, Michika, Mubi North, and Mubi South 

LGAs, in Adamawa State, have been severely 

impacted by the conflict between non-state armed 

groups and Nigerian forces.  At the height of the 

conflict, many villages and communities in the 4 

LGAs were deserted.  Despite ongoing counter-

insurgency operations, recently, increased returns 

have been reported in these LGAs.   Amongst the 

returnees are individuals who decided to come 

back after hearing their communities were 

liberated and those who, in the absence of 

livelihood opportunities and farmland, were facing 

harsh living conditions in displacement.  In addition 

to being areas of return, the 4 LGAs are also home 

to internally displaced persons (IDPs) from various 

locations, including Borno state.   

 

In the past, severe protection issues, including 

sexual abuse and exploitation, have been 

documented in these areas.  Due to security 

challenges, humanitarian workers have been 

unable to reach affected communities, especially 

in Madagali and Michika LGAs.  Lack of access 

has continued to impede interventions and delivery 

of assistance to persons of concern in these 

locations.   

 

The Adamawa Protection Sector Working Group 

undertook an extensive protection assessment in 

order to gain a better understanding of the current 

protection situation Madagali, Michika, Mubi North, 

and Mubi South LGAs and make appropriate 

recommendations.  Although Mubi North and Mubi 

South are 2 separate LGAs, given similarities and 

proximity, for the purposes of this exercise they are 

merged and considered as one location, Mubi. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BORNO  

112 
Participatory 

Assessments 

Conducted (FGDs & 

KIIs) 

Focus Group Discussions 84 

Key Informant Interview 28 

33 Wards 

4 Local Government Areas 
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METHODOLOGY 
Protection assessments were conducted on October 4, 2018 in Madagali and Michika LGAs and October 5, 

2018 in Mubi (North and South).  The PSWG exercise was initially designed to last 3 days, with assessments 

being conducted simultaneously in each location throughout the 3 days.  However, plans were modified 

following the Nigerian militaryôs advice to limit time spent in Madagali and Michika LGAs to 1 day because of 

heightened security risks for humanitarian actors.  

 

During the 2 days, a total of 84 focus group discussions (FGDs) and 28 key informant interviews (KIIs) were 

held in 14 randomly selected communities.  FGDs were held with boys and girls ages 8-17, men and women 

ages 18-59, men and women ages 60 and above, as well as disabled individuals and minorities.  KIIs were 

conducted with security personnel, health workers, youth leaders, and various other individuals.  During 

discussions, participants were asked to rank the severity of identified protection issues as high, moderate, 

low, or not applicable.   The protection assessment exercise was completed by 50 screeners from PSWG 

member organizations including, the Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development (MWASD), UNHCR, 

UNFPA, OHCHR, IOM, Plan International, GZDI, FIDA, Touch a Heart, CPPLI, NEPHWAN, Jameel 

Alhakeem Foundation, NSCDC, FSU, CCEPI, DRC, NRC, and IRC. 

 

Information collected through FGDs and KIIs is presented in this report with the objective of: 

Á Identifying and analyzing protection concerns, trends, and gaps from an age, gender, and diversity 

perspective. 

Á Understanding gaps in services and assistance, as well as resulting protection risks and vulnerabilities. 

Á Identifying existing community capacity to address protection issues and concerns. 

Á Informing future protection interventions by relevant actors. 

 

 

Participatory Assessment 
Groups 

No. of groups 
assessed 

Madagali LGA Michika LGA 
Mubi (North and 

South) LGAs 

Boys (8-17) 8 3 2 3 

Girls (8-17) 16 5 2 9 

Men (18-59) 12 3 4 5 

Women (18-59) 18 4 8 6 

Elderly Men 12 3 4 5 

Elderly Women 8 3 3 2 

Minority 3 1 1 1 

Disabled 7 3 3 1 

IDP Leader Male 1   1 

IDP Returnee 6 1  5 

Youth Leader 4  3 1 

Refugee Returnee 2   2 

Security Personnel 2   2 

Traditional Leader 6 3 1 2 

Other 7 2 2 3 

Total 112 31 33 48 
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KEY FINDINGS  
Á Moderate to high levels of drug abuse and sale were reported by 68% of participants of focus group 

discussions (FGDs) and key informant interviews (KIIs) in Madagali, Michika, and Mubi (76 out of a 

total of112 groups).  Extensive drug consumption amongst youth was noted. 

Á Severe child protection issues such as child labor, exploitation, and missing children were identified 

in all 3 locations.  High numbers of unaccompanied and separated children (UASC), orphans, and 

child-headed households were also reported, with the majority of children hawking or begging to 

survive.  

Á Critical levels of out of school children were reported, with 78% of FGDs/KIIs (88 out of 112 groups 

assessed) pointing to moderate to high numbers of primary school age children not accessing 

education.  

Á Chronic illnesses such as diabetes, hypertension, HIV, and hepatitis were widely reported.  FGD/KII 

participants indicated that access to treatment is complicated by the lack of healthcare facilities, 

medical personnel, as well as excessive fees and fear of stigmatization (for HIV patients). 

Á Moderate to high levels of domestic violence was reported by 49% of FGDs/KIIs (55 out of 112) in 

Madagali, Michika, and Mubi.  Poverty and lack of livelihood opportunities were linked to the escalation 

of domestic problems. 

Á Moderate to high incidents of rape and sexual assault of women and girls were reported by 25% of 

FGDs/KIIs (28 out of 112).   

Á Women and girls reported being subjected to sexual and gender-based violence when conducting 

daily chores and activities, such as going to school, collecting water, and going to the farm.   Men in 

the host communities, intimate partners, and security officials were identified as the primary 

perpetrators of SGBV.  

Á Lack of documentation was highlighted, with excessive fees, lack of information, distance to 

appropriate facilities, and lengthy processing timeframes cited as main obstacles. 

Á Lack of access to justice both through traditional and legal systems was emphasized.  A high number 

of women and girls described a sense of impunity and disillusionment.  They expressed frustration 

over the handling of rape and other GBV cases, concluding that it was best not to come forward.   

Á Reports of civilians being released from abduction were highest in Madagali (71% of FGDs/KIIs), 

where counter-insurgency measures near the Sambisa forest are ongoing.  These individuals are often 

marginalized by their communities because they are viewed as Boko Haram associates. 

Á IDPs and returnees in the 3 locations (Madagali, Michika, and Mubi North and South) requested 

changes in the assistance distribution modalities currently favored by humanitarian agencies. 

Á The majority of communities reported food as their primary concern.  Thereafter education, access 

to medical services, livelihood, and WASH were identified as urgent needs.  The limited nature of 

livelihood opportunities was linked to a wide variety of challenges, including families struggling to make 

ends meet. 
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KEY PROTECTION FINDINGS 
Protection findings are listed according to urgency and severity rankings identified by participants of FGDs/KIIs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. DRUG ABUSE AND SALE  
68% of FGDs/KIIs (76 out of 112) reported moderate (22%) to high 

(46%) cases of drug abuse. 

Drug abuse, particularly consumption by children and youth, was 

described as ñrampantò.  The sale and consumption of drugs was 

noted by community members as the most pressing protection issue 

in Madagali, Michika, and Mubi (North and South).  Young people 

were said to be taking Codeine, Tramadol, Ranadol, Refnol 

(Rohypnol), Roche (Valium), Diazapan (Diazepam), marijuana, and a 

variation of other drugs.  In Shuwa (Madagali), 8 out of 10 boys under 

the age of 18 participating in FDGs reported having used drugs.  In 

Mugulvu (Mubi), most of the boys in FGDs acknowledged taking or 

having taken drugs.  The use of drugs was mostly attributed to peer 

pressure and the need for coping mechanisms in a harsh environment 

with enormous daily challenges.  Consumption is not limited to 

children and the youth.  FGDs/KIIs reported that limited livelihood 

opportunities and idleness have also contributed to the rise of drug 

abuse amongst adults.  In several communities, women reported that 

individuals too poor to purchase drugs are bartering corn and other 

goods.   

 

Drugs are widely available in the 3 locations.  In Muvur (Mubi), participants reported two markets, ñdabaò and ñartilleryò, 

entirely dedicated to the sale of drugs.   In Duhu (Madagali), children under the age of 18 indicated that they get their 

supply mostly from the military.  In Michika I, girls stated they know several drug dealers in their community.  In some 

locations of Mubi, the looting of pharmacies has been linked to individuals searching for drugs.   

Severity ranking of drug abuse and sale based on 

feedback from 48 FGDs/KIIs in Mubi, 33 in Michika, 

and 31 in Madagali 
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2. UNACCOMPANIED MINORS AND SEPARATED 

CHILDREN  
55% OF FGDs/KIIs (62 out of 112) reported moderate to high 

numbers of unaccompanied minors and separated children in 

Madagali, Michika, and Mubi (North and South).  More cases were 

reported in Madagali than any other location1.   

Multiple focus groups described unaccompanied and separated 

children as being extremely vulnerable and susceptible to exploitation, 

including sexual and labor exploitation.  The majority of the children 

are out of school, begging for food, resorting to survival sex, or 

hawking to earn an income.  Even when taken in by foster families, 

unaccompanied minors have to continue pursuing various activities 

because the families are often too poor to care for them.  
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13-year-old boy in Gulak who approached 

screeners in Gulak and asked for help paying for 

school fees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
1 64% of participants in Madagali (20 out of 31) described moderate to severely high numbers of UASC in their respective locations.   

Severity ranking of prevalence of UAM and SC 

based on feedback from 48 FGDs/KIIs in Mubi, 33 in 

Michika, and 31 in Madagali. 
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