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Global Conceptual Framework 
Settlement Types Examples Definition Application of attributes

Renting arrangement Houses, apartments, land etc.

- Displaced population settles in rented/leased structure or land. This 
is either self-funded individually/communally or subsidised by the 
government/humanitarian community. 
- Covers situations where displaced population are collectively residing 
or in separate renting arrangements.

Displaced population are renting in one 
building or communal area
Attributes: Density - collective
Households or individuals in separate rental 
arrangements. Can be grouped together and 
defined based on area (determined by 
context)
Attributes: Density - dispersed

Hosting arrangement
Houses, apartments, land already 
occupied by host community.

- Displaced population is sheltered in host communities. Persons of 
concern may settle with and amongst local households, on land or in 
properties that local people own or occupy. 
- No rent is paid by those being hosted, but in-kind contributions may 
be made.
- Covers situations where displaced population are collectively hosted 
(e.g. on land, in a building, in a village, together in one house), or in 
separate hosting arrangements.

Displaced population are hosted together, 
either as a group or a number of families in 
one house (defined as collective by context)
Attributes: Density ςcollective
Households or individuals in separate hosting 
arrangements. Can be grouped together and 
defined based on area (determined by 
context)
Attributes: Density - dispersed

Self-settlement

Empty houses/apartments, vacant 
land, roadside, abandoned/ 
unfinished buildings, informal 
camps etc.

- Displaced population spontaneously settles in a location without 
prior arrangement with the relevant actors (such as owner, local 
government, agencies and/or the host community).
- Basic services are usually not provided at the site
- Covers situations where the displaced population settle collectively 
or are scattered, this defined by the context. 

Minimum size of a settlement (No. of 
HH/indv) is to be defined by the context
Attributes: Density ςcollective
Scattered populations, can be grouped 
together and defined based on area 
(determined by context)
Attributes: Density - dispersed

Collective 
accommodation

Public buildings (schools etc.), 
abandoned buildings (hotels etc.), 
unfinished buildings etc.

- Designated pre-existing facility or structure where infrastructure and 
basic services are provided. 

Attributes: Density - collective

Planned settlement Managed camps etc.

- A purpose built site where infrastructure and basic services are 
provided. 
- In refugee contexts, camps that remain for a longer period of time 
e.g. tents have been replaced by stronger shelters.

Attributes: Density - collective



Global Conceptual Framework 
Attribute Categories RecommendedAttributes Definition

PopulationType(Mandatory)
Refugee,Asylum Seekers,IDPs,
Refugee Returnees, IDP
Returnees

- Thefollowing attributes can be applied if only one population type is residingat the location,or the vast
majority is of one population type: Refugee,Asylum Seekers,IDPs,Refugeereturnees, IDP Returnees.
- In Mixed situationswhen there is a combinationof the population types,useadditional columnsfor each
populationtype

Density(Mandatory) Collective,Dispersed

- Collective- displacedpopulation is residingin a spacewhere assistanceand protection can be delivered
collectively e.g. camps,collectivecentres. Thestandardappliedis 5 or more HHsfor a collectivesettlement,
but should be defined based on context.
- Dispersed- doesnot meet the previouscollectivedescription,displacedpopulation is scatteredin an area
whereit isdifficult to reachcollectivelywith assistanceandprotection.

GeographicContext(Mandatory) Urban,Peri-urban,Rural Peri-urban- Anareabetweenconsolidatedurbanandrural regions(UNICEFdefinition)

Legalstatus(Optional) Informal,Formal
- Looksat the settlement from two/three perspectives; site planning/creationpurpose,legaldesignationof
the landdevelopmentandcontractualrelationship/securityof tenure(HLP).

Duration (Optional)
Short-term, Medium-term,
Long-term

Thesedefinitions can vary by context and should therefore be defined. Generaldefinition for duration is:
- Short-term is considered 3 months or less (emergency situations)
- Medium term: more than 3 months but less than 12 months
- Longterm: morethan12months

Purpose(Optional)
Transit, Reception, Evacuation,
Accommodation

- Transit: usedastemporaryshelter(1-5 days)for newdisplacedpopulationarrivalspendingtransferto a more
suitable, safe and longer term settlement option.
- Evacuation: pre-designatedsite to accommodatea displacedor soonto be displacedpopulationduring the
onset of a disaster.
- Reception: a structure to accommodatedisplacedpersonspending a decisionon a permanent solution.
- Accommodationrefersto anyother situationnot coveredby the above.



Application of Global Framework

Settlement 
ID

Settlement 
Name

Settlement 
Type

Population 
Type 

(mandatory)
Density 

(mandatory)

Location 
(mandatory

)

Legal 
status 

(optional)

Duration 
(mandatory

)

Purpose 
(mandatory

)

# 
Refugee
s (indv)

# IDPs 
(indv)

# Asylum 
Seekers 
(indv)

# 
Refugee 
Returnee
s (indv)

# IDP 
returnees 

(indv)

ID_2342 Roadside camp
Spontaneous 
settlement IDPs Collective Rural 70

ID_2343 Camp A
Planned 
settlement Refugee Collective Urban 2000

ID_2344

Region XYZ 
rental 
acommodaiton

Renting 
arrangement Refugee Dispersed Urban Formal 500

ID_2345 Primary School 
Collective 
centre IDPs Collective Urban Formal Short-term Evacuation 100

ID_2346 Camp B
Planned 
settlement Mixed Collective Rural Formal Long-term 200 150 50 15 0



Somalia Settlement Typologies
Thisdocumenthasbeen jointly developedby the CCCMand ShelterClustersto
providesguidanceon the classificationof IDPsettlement types in Somalia,for
the purpose of data collection standardizationand analysis. To describe the
characteristics of identified settlements, attributes are assigned to each
settlement which are taken from the global framework and added to with
attributes uniqueto the Somalicontext. Thereterm settlement maysometimes
be interchangedwith the terms site or campto describethe samedisplacement
scenario.

Consideringthe unique dynamics and fluidity of movement of displaced
populations,settlementsarerecognizedandreportedby the CCCMClusterwhen
15 or more householdsare consideredto be residing together, and displaced
from their originalcommunities. A householdis definedastwo or more persons
living together who commonprovisionfor food or other essentialsfor living. In
Somalia,the averagehouseholdsizeissixpeople.

Thistypologywill assisthumanitarianactorsdeterminethe levelof engagement,
resourceallocationand solutionsfor those living in varioussettlements. It will
alsoassistin determiningthe minimumstandardsin assistanceandprotection to
be provided and in the identification of settlements which require different
solutions,suchasrelocationto moreadequateaccommodation.



DisplacedPopulationsettles in a location independentlyof assistancefrom local government,
humanitariancommunityand/ or the hostcommunity.

Self Settlement (Collective)

Settlement Type: Self-
Settlement 
Population Type:IDPs/ 
Mixed 
Legal Status: Informal
Location: Rural/Urban
Density: Collective
Duration: Short Term/ 
medium term/ long term
Example: Vacant land, 
informal sites 

IDP Spontaneous Settlement on outskirts of Galkayo



Self-settlements describeplaces that displacedgroups settle independently of
assistancefrom the local government,humanitariancommunityand/or the host
community,in uninhabitedopenareas. Displacedpopulationspontaneouslysettle
in a location without prior arrangementwith the relevantactors(suchasowner,
local government, agencies and/or the host community).

Thesesitesare not built to accommodatethe displaced,but servingthat purpose.
The land could be public or privately owned. Theycan be found dispersedin a
large area of land outside of cities or within open spacesin towns dwelling in
makeshift shelters or tents. Spontaneoussettlements are informally organized,
usually after limited (or without) negotiations with the local population (host
community)or private owners regardinguse and access. Theseself-settlements
are not alwaysalignedwith governmentpolicy, thus it is important to negotiate
with governmentregardingthe sustainabilityof theselocations. Theyare typically
denselypopulatedwhichmayleadto healthor protection risks.

In Somalia they are often located on privately owned land where they are
accommodatedby landowners. Thesitesmay be organizedor not organizedand
controlledor managedby a gatekeeperor landlord.

DisplacedPopulation settles in a location independently of assistancefrom local government,
humanitariancommunityand/ or the hostcommunity.

Self Settlement (collective)



Pre-existing facility or structure used for the collective communal settlement of a displaced
population

Collective Centre

Settlement Type: Collective 
Centre
Population Type:IDPs/ 
Mixed 
Legal Status: Informal
Location: Urban
Density: Collective
Duration: Short Term/ 
medium term/ long term
Example: Public buildings 
(schools etc.), abandoned 
buildings or unfinished 
buildings

IDPs set up makeshift shelters set up in the remains of a Roman Catholic Cathedral, Mogadishu



Typically collective centres will be schools,abandonedbuildings, places of
worship etc. Displacedpopulation spontaneouslysettles in a location without
prior arrangementwith the relevantactors(localgovernment,property owner,
agenciesand/or the hostcommunity).

Typically peri-urban and urban where larger buildings and schools exist.
Collectivecentres may be denselypopulated and therefore prone to various
protection risks, particularly for women and children. The temporary/fragile
tenuredueto unauthorizedoccupationmayleadto eviction.

Displaced Population settles in a location independently of assistancefrom local government,
humanitariancommunityand/ or the hostcommunity.

Collective Centre



Displaced persons are sheltered in host communities. Persons of Concern may settle with and 
amongst local households, on land or in properties that local people own. Hosts may be relatives, 
distant family members, friends or acquaintances, or people previously unknown to those who have 
been displaced.  Hosting arrangements can exist in urban or rural contexts.

Hosting Arrangement

Settlement Type: 
Hosting Arrangement
Population: IDPs/ Mixed
Legal Status: 
Formal/Informal
Location: Urban/peri-
urban
Density: Dispersed
Duration: Short Term/ 
medium term/ long term 
Example: IDPs living 
inside host community 
housing

IDP makeshift shelter (Buul) in compound of host family


