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¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜπ{ȅǊƛŀ 9ŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜǎ м ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴΥ мруΣллл 9ǾŀŎǳŀǘŜŘΣ  

aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ 
 

International Blue Crescent Relief and Development Foundation would like to extend our sincere condolences to all those affected by the 
earthquakes this week. IBC employees in the region are safe and accounted for, though some have lost family members and loved ones 
and saw their entire homes destroyed. Thank you to all who are mobilizing and to the heroic search and rescue teams on the ground. 
Immense and continued cooperation is needed to prevent further loss of life and suffering. 

 
IBC  and partners support the Sanliurfa Exhibition Center, now home to approximately 9,000 earthquake survivors 

 

Day 8 Developments 

One week after 7.7- and 7.8-magnitude earthquakes hit southern Türkiye and northern Syria on 
Monday February 6th the lives of 36,070 people have been claimed so far, with that number likely 
to double in the ongoing recovery efforts.1 According to the Ministry of Interior Disaster and 
Emergency Management Presidency AFAD with latest information from the General Directorate of 
Emergency Health Services (SAKOM), in Türkiye 31,643 people have lost their lives in 
YŀƘǊŀƳŀƴƳŀǊŀǒΣ DŀȊƛŀƴǘŜǇΣ Sanliurfa, Diyarbakir, Adana, Adiyaman, Osmaniye, Hatay, Kilis and 
Malatya and Elazig2. Meanwhile the Assistance Coordination Unit (ACU) in Northwest Syria reported 
4,427 deaths, with the most affected districts of Harim/Idleb with 2,304 and in Afrin/Aleppo 1,140 
lives lost.3 At least 80,000 people survived with injuries in Türkiye with the most affected provinces 
by deaths being Hatay, Kahramanmaras, and Gaziantep, and in Syria 8,551 reportedly injured with 
the most affected districts as 1,200 in Harim and 629 in Idleb, capital of Idleb governorate. AFAD has 
evacuated 158,165 survivors so far from the 10-city disaster zone under state of emergency in 
southern Türkiye and over 1,000 Syrian nationals who lost their lives in Türkiye have returned to 
Northwest Syria for burial.  

 
1 https://balkaninsight.com/2023/02/13/turkey-quake-cost-put-at-84-billion-and-72000-lives/  
2 https://en.afad.gov.tr/press-bulletin-29-about-the-earthquake-in-kahramanmaras  
3 https://acu-sy.org/periodic_imu_reports/syria-earthquake-situation-update/  

https://balkaninsight.com/2023/02/13/turkey-quake-cost-put-at-84-billion-and-72000-lives/
https://en.afad.gov.tr/press-bulletin-29-about-the-earthquake-in-kahramanmaras
https://acu-sy.org/periodic_imu_reports/syria-earthquake-situation-update/
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The back-to-back quakes which spread across a 100-kilometer radius just hours apart have affected 
some 20 million people in the region including 7.2 million (2 million severely) in already war-torn 
Northwest Syria, and 13.5 million in Türkiye. Environment Minister Murat Kurum said that 24,921 
buildings across the region had collapsed or were heavily damaged in the quake, based on 
assessments of more than 170,000 buildings in Türkiye4, while in Northwest Syria ACU has so far 
reported 1,642 houses completely destroyed and 6,380 buildings and homes partially destroyed, 
most deemed unlivable. It is estimated that 1 million people in the region have lost their home5 
which emphasizes the urgent need for more shelter in the harsh cold winter temperatures for the 
few hundred thousand still unable to be accommodated in tents and designated centers at capacity, 
in addition to the 158,000 already evacuated.  A total of 2,724 aftershocks have been reported since 
the two earthquakes, further prioritizing a scale up of psycho-social support in all relief efforts. AFAD 
reports 4 mobilized Social Service Centers in Kahramanmaras, Hatay, Osmaniye, and Malatya with 
2,552 officers deployed providing a total of 193,494 persons affected with psychosocial support 
(166,703 inside / 26,791 outside of the 10-province affected zone). IBC community center tents will 
also provide psychosocial support. All stakeholders providing any relief must coordinate with AFAD.  
 

 
Collapsing homes and buildings in Adiyaman 

 
According to analysis by TURKONFED, a business confederation representing 55,000 businesses, the 
Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŀŎƘ Ϸуп ōƛƭƭƛƻƴΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǸǊƪƛȅŜΩǎ нлнм ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ 
GDP.6 However, with over 238,000 search and rescue teams still on the ground including some 8,000 
personnel from other countries, the full scale of the disaster will need many further assessments.  
 
International Blue Crescent Relief and Development Foundation (IBC) has been on the ground this 
past week in the familiar provinces of Gaziantep, Kahramanmaras, Kilis, Hatay, Sanliurfa, and 

 
4 https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-steps-up-collapsed-buildings-investigation-orders-113-
arrested-2023-02-12/  
5 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/2/13/turkey-syria-earthquake-live-news-us-urges-un-vote-
on-aid-access  
6 https://balkaninsight.com/2023/02/13/turkey-quake-cost-put-at-84-billion-and-72000-lives/  

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-steps-up-collapsed-buildings-investigation-orders-113-arrested-2023-02-12/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-steps-up-collapsed-buildings-investigation-orders-113-arrested-2023-02-12/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/2/13/turkey-syria-earthquake-live-news-us-urges-un-vote-on-aid-access
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/2/13/turkey-syria-earthquake-live-news-us-urges-un-vote-on-aid-access
https://balkaninsight.com/2023/02/13/turkey-quake-cost-put-at-84-billion-and-72000-lives/


Devastating Earthquakes in Southern Türkiye and Northern Syria 
International Blue Crescent Relief and Development Foundation (IBC) 
Monday, 13 February 2023 Situation Report ς updated 23:59 (GMT+3) 
 

 

WWW.IBC.ORG.TR 3 

 

!ΩȊŀȊκbƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ {ȅǊƛŀ implementing and developing a full response appeal and will continue with 
ongoing assessments this week in Adiyaman and Suruc in addition. Thousands of people who lost 
their lives are still under the destruction. Many people are still on the streets and need basic needs 
support especially winter items and some form of shelter to guard from the cold winter air especially 
in Hatay, which was completely flattened. In this area, full assessment and relief efforts could hardly 
be mobilized yet as most of the districts have been completely destroyed and the roads and 
infrastructure leading there are hampered by thousands of vehicles transporting aid from city to city 
in the region. As IBC has already been implementing humanitarian and development programs in 
most of these locations, we have worked together since the first hours after the earthquakes to 
coordinate with AFAD, Turkish Red Crescent (TRC), local municipalities and governance, and local 
stakeholders in our established networks in the most affected zones to provide emergency response 
including hot soup, hot meals, emergency items and basic health check from our Kilis Community 
Center. Full program including locations and status of relief efforts can be found further below. 
 

 
Hot soup and hot meals continue 3x daily for 6,000 people from multiple points at IBC Kilis Community Center 

 
Over the past few days many aid workers on the ground including IBC staff reported some minor 
looting but they did not experience the security threats which had been making the news headlines 
and some attributed the situation to complete darkness without electricity at night. The President 
of Türkiye has announced harsher punishments for those committing crimes and has also deployed 
over 20,000 security reinforcements over the last 72 hours. IBC staff in Northwest Syria have been 
ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ !ΩȊŀȊ ǘƻ DŀȊƛŀƴǘŜǇΣ YƛƭƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ 
tents where multiple needs have already begun to be met through food, blankets, and basic needs 
distributions with partners.  
  
There were big developments in Northwest Syria today as Reuters reported that after meeting with 
the UN aid chief, the President of Syria has agreed to  let the United Nations deliver aid to Syria 
through two more border crossings from Türkiye for three months, allowing for large and much 
needed scale-up of earthquake relief efforts in the hard-hit Northwest.7 So far, UN-OCHA, IOM, and 
WHO have ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŜŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ ōǳǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
news. The UN has stated that nearly 900,000 people are in urgent need of hot food in both Türkiye 

 
7 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/2/13/turkey-syria-earthquake-live-news-us-urges-un-vote-
on-aid-access  

https://reliefweb.int/node/3933263
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/2/13/turkey-syria-earthquake-live-news-us-urges-un-vote-on-aid-access
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/2/13/turkey-syria-earthquake-live-news-us-urges-un-vote-on-aid-access
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and Syria. The Türkiye earthquakes hit the hardest in 5 governorates in Syria including Idleb, Aleppo, 
Hama, Latakia, and Tartus.  According to the UN, over 115 schools have been destroyed and 446 are 
estimated to be damaged. Due to the damaged crossing, access was delayed in providing cross-
border aid in the first days of the emergency. In addition, more than 30,000 displacement 
movements were recorded in the area during the week after the collapse of a dam caused flooding 
and further destruction of homes. Ninety percent of the population in Northwest Syria already 
depended on humanitarian assistance and the Northwest was amidst a rising health crisis before 
the earthquakes hit, as a shortage of medical staff was trying to navigate increasing cholera cases 
due to crumbling water, sanitation, and hygiene systems in the area.  
 

IBC in the Field 

 
IBC Team assesses structural damage in Soran/Northwest Syria 

 

IBC continues to develop multi-purpose community center tents in six locations. Meanwhile, 
activities continue at IBC Kilis Community Center with provision of hot meals of 6,000 meals 3x per 
day at distribution points Cumhuriyet Square and Erdogan Meydani under agreement with Turkish 
Red Crescent, AFAD, and partner MSF. IBC is also providing food and basic needs distribution 
support to the 9,000-person capacity shelter at Sanliurfa exhibition center. Over the past few days, 
basic needs, winter items, baby care items, and thousands of blankets have been distributed with 
partners in Antakya/Hatay, Elibstan/Maras, and Islayihe/Gaziantep where IBC visited and started to 
set up community shelters with kitchen and continue doing distributions with support of partners. 
IBC will also implement a mobile component in these areas to reach nearby villages and are planning 
to visit Adiyaman and Sanliurfa Suruc district in the coming days for further assessment.  

 
For immediate needs, based on IBC team field assessment, focus continues to be put on canned 
foods and other non-perishable food items. Hygiene packages, sanitary toilets, shower cabins, soap 
and dry shampoo, materials for mouth cleansing such as toothbrush and toothpaste or mouthwash 
are also essential needs and finally, underwear for all ages especially children is urgently needed. 
Shelter provision is still urgent as fatal gaps persist. Additionally, winter items are crucial to distribute 
as soon as possible including tent or prefabricated units, baby care kits, thermal clothes, blankets, 
generators, and fuel. Thousands of people are still homeless in the freezing cold conditions even 
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among evacuations. The 10-city zone was home to around 15 million people before, including 1.7 
million Syrians living under temporary protection.  
 

 
IBC Team assesses the destruction in Antakya/Hatay 

 

In all locations where we are operating, IBC field staff has observed all stakeholders working in full 
force and coordination with a massive operation on the ground led by AFAD, UMKE (medical teams), 
Turkish Red Crescent, the Turkish Military, volunteers, NGOs, local municipalities and governorships. 
IBC team confirmed that soldiers are trying to support rescue teams and maintain control, everyone 
is trying to do their best and with over 20,000 security reinforcements on the ground 24/7, the 
security situation appears to be generally under control. It is also worth mentioning that 
transportation is still a bit chaotic as roads are still collapsing and there is heavy traffic on the 
highways continuously. Hatay airport has opened for flights, so transportation and incoming aid 
improvements are expected in the coming days.  
 

   
  IBC Team visits damaged buildings and sites in Soran/NWS L./ ¢ŜŀƳ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴ !ΩȊŀȊκb²{ 

For Northwest Syria, today according to the request of the Deputy Governor and the Turkish Red 
Crescent, IBC Cross-Border Programs Manager Muhammed Assaf and team went to Soran/Aleppo 
and  a meeting was held with the head of the council and the engineers about the damage caused 
by the earthquake. An assessment was done covering Soran and 6 nearby villages namely Cafargan, 
YŀŦǊŀΣ .ǊŀƎƛŘŜΣ LƘǘƛƳƭŀǘΣ wŀΩel, and Dubiq. The total number of damaged buildings was 2,259 with 
the three most affected villages being Ihtimlat (680), Cafargan (355), and Bragide (352). There were 
215 buildings completely destroyed including 80 in Soran, 50 in Bragide and 36 in Dubiq and 854 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǳƴƭƛǾŀōƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ нмо ƛƴ wŀΩŜƭΣ мтс ƛƴ LƘǘƛƳƭŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ ммл ŜŀŎƘ ƛƴ 
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Soran and Bragide. Total number of deaths reported was 49 including 33 in SoranΣ ф ƛƴ wŀΩŜƭΣ с ƛƴ 
Ihtimlat, and 1 in Dubiq, meanwhile 165 people survived with injuries- the most in Soran. The main 
aim of the assessment was to look at damage to water sources, as it had been reported by some 
residents. To this end it was found that 1 sewage tank was destroyed in Dubiq, 1 water pump was 
ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ƛƴ .ǊŀƎƛŘŜΣ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŜƭƭ ǿŀǎ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ wŀΩŜƭΤ н ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘŀƴƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ 
the following locations- Soran, Cafargan, Bragide, and Dubiq and 1 destroyed in Ihtimlat. Water 
tanks that were damaged were reported as 2 in Bragide, and 1 each in Soran and Rael. Please see 
chart below for full details.  
 

 
IBC Field assessment in coordination with TRC and Soran Local Council, Completed Monday 13 February 2023 

 

    
      Soran Village in Northwest Syria/Aleppo 

 
IBC also attended the Northwest Syria Cross-Border Ad-Hoc Health Cluster meeting today and 
shared activities. Some major concerns stated were to make sure there is a functional health system 
and to set up service provision near previous hospitals. Water, sanitation, and hygiene is another 
major concern in the camps. Cluster partners discussed a high number of amputations resulting 

The damage souran cafargan kafra bragide ihtimlat ra'el dowibq total

Completely destroyed buildings 80 25 0 50 16 8 36 215

Not able to live anymore (unlivable) 110 85 60 110 176 213 100 854

Local damaged buildings 180 355 280 352 680 237 175 2259

Destroyed mosques 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

The mosques which have damage 3 3 1 6 2 1 4 20

The schools which have damage 5 0 2 6 3 0 5 21

Destroyed water tanks 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 4

The water tanks which have damage 2 2 0 2 1 0 2 9

Health centers which have damage 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 2

Total deaths 33 0 0 0 6 9 1 49

Total injured 60 12 0 5 27 36 25 165

Quran teaching centers which have damage 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Ovens which have damage 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

New culture center which has damage 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Storage building which has damage (for the council) 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Council building which has a damage 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

Sewage tanks which was destroyed 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

Water pumps which was destroyed 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

Damaged wells 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Ovens which have a damage 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

Population office which has damage 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

The report of the damaged situation in Souron and the villages nearby (NWS)

While meeting with the head of Soran Council, the 
team discussed the losses and concerns of the village 
of Soran which has a population of approximately 
25,000 people. The first reservoir there used to serve 
60%  percent of the city and the second reservoir 
covered the other 40% so, it was of great concern to 
quickly assess and act on the damage. After 
assessment, it was decided that one tank needs to 
be rebuilt and one can be restored- IBC and partners 
are discussing undertaking this task. After that, 
buildings destroyed by the earthquake were visited. 
Later, 300 food baskets and blankets were 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !ΩȊŀȊΦ  
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from earthquake rehabilitation response- medical devices and consumables are being provided 
from Idlib and Aleppo. There were 1,979 people received and 270 deaths confirmed by the Syrian 
American Medical Society (SAMS) at their 6 mobile clinics. IBC plans to continue implementing its 
mobile clinic in !ΩȊŀȊΣ !ŦǊƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ !ƭ-Bab, and likely expand to Jinderes and Dabiq in the near future. 
It was emphasized to follow ACU as the main source for death toll in Northwest Syria as health 
facilities, communities, and Syrian Defense all report to them. Urgent need for more in-country 
specialists was expressed, as referrals to Türkiye are not possible, especially for ICU and cardiology.  
 

  
     IBC community tents being developed in 6 locations, here is an example of the ones set up in Ukraine and Moldova 

 
For earthquake survivors, IBC is working tirelessly to provide food, water, shelter, warmth, and 
essential needs. Headquarters staff, in concert with global partners, are mobilizing flows of vitally 
important medical supplies, food, hygiene kits, and basic needs equipment to fulfill the needs of the 
earthquake victims. Personnel on the ground continue to operate crucial, lifesaving operations while 
plans to expand and intensify activities are finalized. For now, IBC Kilis Community Center continues 
to serve as a major hub for coordination and relief efforts, including for cross-border response into 
Syria.  
 
As a result of the assessments undertaken by IBC field staff and partners so far, IBC has been taking 
the following actions: 

¶ Daily hot meal distribution in Kilis, 6,000 meals 3x/day 

¶ Hot meal and blankets distribution started in NWS- in total 40,000 including 20,000 in Türkiye 
and 20,000 in NWS 

¶ Establishing hot meal and food parcel distribution center in Hatay 

¶ Delivered 4,000 thermal blankets to Gaziantep 

¶ Provide wheat flour to Sanliurfa Municipality Halk Ekmek, distribute bread freely 

¶ Establishing a shelter center of 200 prefabricated components in Hatay and Kahramanmaras 
and undertake all needs 

¶ Support municipality in Sanliurfa for shelter housing 9,000 people; deliver baby food and 
diapers, sandwiches, blankets 
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IBC Activities in development in Türkiye: 

Multiple Locations 

¶ IBC plans to be operational at Kilis, SanliuǊŦŀ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ aŀǊŀǒ /ŜƴǘŜǊ/Elbistan, Islahiye and 
bǳǊŘŀƐ/Gaziantep and 2 locations in Hatay Center and Kirikhan to be determined later in 
contact with local authorities 

¶ In addition to community center tents already set up in Kilis and Sanliurfa, IBC will also 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ƛƴ YƛǊƛƪƘŀƴκIŀǘŀȅΣ 9ƭōƛǎǘŀƴκYŀƘǊŀƳŀƴƳŀǊŀǒΣ ŀƴŘ bǳǊŘŀƎƛ ŀƴŘ LǎƭŀƘƛȅŜ DŀȊƛŀƴǘŜǇΣ ŦƻǳǊ 
community centers initial plan to run for 6 months 

o From each center, daily food, hygiene materials, blankets and hot meals for 1,000 
people will be distributed 

¶ Mobile teams of five staff are in five cities in Karahmanmaras, Gaziantep, Kilis, Hatay, Sanliurfa 
are continuing assessment for more programs 

¶ IBC plans to establish prefabricated camps around the four community centers units of 100 
prefab houses with all sanitation and other facilities with a potential to expand to 500 houses 
and run them for at least six months 

¶ Immediate distribution of relief items in Hatay (blanket, food, hygiene, etc. to be decided by 
IBC according to ongoing assessments) 

¶ Hot-meal distribution in Kilis IBC Community Center, Sanliurfa Community Center that already 
continue and at the newly established community centers in Kirikhan/Hatay, Islahiye and 
bǳǊŘŀƎƛκDŀȊƛŀƴǘŜǇΣ 9ƭōƛǎǘŀƴκYŀƘǊŀƳŀƴƳŀǊŀǒ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ с ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
center will provide hot meals to 1,000 persons daily 

¶ Medical checks, treatment, and provision of basic medicine will be available in the community 
centers too by employing a doctor and a psychologist 


