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Key figures

9,547 people of
concern to UNHCR
(asylum-seekers &
refugees)

322 people of concern
to UNHCR registered in
Tunisia in 2022

23 individuals profiled
within mixed
movements in 2022

480 refugee and
asylum-seeking
households received
cash assistance during
March 2022

Funding

USD 8.5 M required in
2022

Funded
38%

USD 3.2 M received
as of 29 March 2022

Operational Context

On 18-19 March, Tunisian authorities retrieved the bodies of 25 individuals from a beach
in Nabeul, northeast Tunisia. Reportedly, the bodies came from a boat departed from
Tunisia on 15 March with 60 individuals onboard that went missing in the Mediterranean.
Among them, eight Syrian refugees registered with UNHCR were identified, while many
others remain missing. UNHCR and its partner, the Tunisian Refugee Council (CTR),
have liaised with the authorities and supported the families with burial expenses. The
Central Mediterranean Route remains one of the most dangerous migratory routes, with
394 people missing in the first quarter of the year, and 1,977 in 2021, according to UNHCR
estimates.

UNHCR Tunisia continues to face funding shortfall that has obliged the operation to scale
back its monthly cash-based support since February 2022. An additional $2 million
remains immediately needed to resume cash assistance and scale-up the response to
respond to increased needs for 1,000 people of concern to UNHCR until the end of the
year.

Operational Response

UNHCR and CTR celebrated the International
Women’s Day and the Women’s History Month
with several activities dedicated to women and
girls from refugee and host communities in Tunis,
Sousse, Kairouan, and Medenine; including
awareness sessions on sexual and reproductive
health, free medical check-ups, handcraft
workshops, movie projections, and debates.
Those activities aimed at sensitizing against
gender-based violence, encouraging women
i empowerment, as well as promoting women
Free medical check-ups for the International rights, respect for diversity, and fighting
Women Day ©CTR stereotypes.

From 6 to 11 March, a UNHCR health expert conducted a mission in Tunisia with the aim
to review UNHCR’s Health Strategy in Tunisia, as well as the Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) for the provision of health assistance to the population of concern.
During the mission, the expert met UNHCR staff, partners, and people of concern to
UNHCR to gather their feedback on the quality of healthcare services. The expert visited
the shelters, met with public health officials and managers of public hospitals, private
clinics, and pharmacies. The recommendations formulated will help UNHCR and its
partners to efficiently restructure the way they support refugees and asylum-seekers in
response to healthcare needs.

UNHCR provided clothing and other essential items to 30 refugee and host community
families thanks to the coordination between UNHCR, the Child Protection Delegate and
civil society of Tataouine, Medenine and Gabes in the identification of people in need.

In Gabes, the association “Cinema for all” launched a movie club for Syrian children. The
first event of the club saw the participation of 13 refugee children and included movie
screening and short video production, used as a tool for creative and free self-expression.

VIDEO SERIES - “WORKING FOR THE FUTURE” — Eight refugees and asylum seekers in
Tunisia talk about their path towards inclusion in the Tunisian labour market. Eight video-
testimonies of the SEIRAS project, which is implemented by UNHCR’s partner the Tunisian
Association for Management and Social Stability (TAMSS) and promotes socio-economic
inclusion of refugees and asylum-seekers. The videos are released every Tuesday in Arabic
language (watch it here) and every Thursday in French language (waitch it here)

UNHCR Tunisia is grateful for the support of: Austria | Monaco | Netherlands | RDPP NA — EU | Switzerland.
And those who have contributed to UNHCR programmes with unearmarked and softly earmarked funds:
Belgium | Denmark | Germany | Ireland | Netherlands | Norway | Sweden | Switzerland | Private donors.

www.unhcr.org

For more information, please contact: Chiara Maria Cavalcanti, Associate Reporting Officer, Tunisia, cavalcac@unhcr.org



https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/39320/bodies-of-25-people-found-on-tunisia-coast
https://reporting.unhcr.org/western-centralmedsituation
https://www.facebook.com/watch/113338333734674/383419169938432/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/113338333734674/338882891520394/

