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The Southern Africa region (16
countries) has nearly 5.8 million
people of concern — 1.1 million
refugees and asylum-seekers,
mainly  from Burundi, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC), Ethiopia and Somalia.

UNHCR in the Southern Africa  Since the beginning of the year until 31
region contributes to  October, UNHCR has organized 7,554
protection and solutions in its  voluntary returns in the region and
response for 4.7 million assisted a further 14,757 self-
internally displaced persons organized voluntary returns (to DRC).
(IDPs) in the DRC and the UNHCR has also assisted 1,165
Republic of the Congo (ROC). resettlement departures.
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UNHCR’s Strategic Directions for Southern Africa

In September 2019, UNHCR established the Regional Bureau for Southern Africa, based in Pretoria, as part of
the regionalization and decentralization process in order to deliver the High Commissioner’s strategic directions:
ensure more effective protection, leverage solutions with a broad range of actors, engage more consistently at
regional level, allow more effective interaction with host governments and partners as well as strengthen quality
assurance and support to country operations.

Protect: UNHCR advocates accession to, and ratification of, international and regional instruments on refugees,
IDPs and stateless persons as well as lifting existing reservations. UNHCR also supports the development of
national legal frameworks and structures on the protection of refugees and stateless persons.

Respond: UNHCR provides protection and emergency assistance to populations of concern and host
communities, anchoring the response in national services and government systems, development plans, multi-
year strategies and regional protection frameworks and policies.

Include: UNHCR promotes social cohesion and peaceful co-existence in refugee-hosting communities through
a community-based approach, protection monitoring and social and legal assistance.

Empower: In most countries in the region, as prospects for voluntary repatriation remain limited, UNHCR is
focusing on advancing local integration through advocating for socio-economic and legal inclusion as well as
enhancing education, self-reliance and livelihood programmes in cooperation with host governments and other
relevant stakeholders in line with the Global Compact on Refugees.

Solve: UNHCR promotes comprehensive solutions to refugee situations hosted by asylum countries in the
region through voluntary repatriation, local integration and third country resettlement.

Financial Information

UNHCR is grateful for the support provided by donors who have contributed to the Southern Africa region and
who have contributed to UNHCR programmes with softly earmarked and unearmarked funds.

EARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS | USD
United States of America 48m | CERF 5.2m | European Union 4.3m | Japan 3.4m | Belgium 2.3m | Sweden
2.2m | Finland 1.7m | France 1.6m

SOFTLY EARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS | USD
United States of America 27.1m | Germany 13.1m | Private donors Australia 10.2m | Private Donors Germany
5.3m | Canada 4.6m | Sweden 4m | Private donors Republic of Korea 2.1m

UNEARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS | USD

Sweden 99.8m | Private donors Spain 61.2m | United Kingdom 44.6m | Norway 44.5m | Netherlands 37.5m |
Private donors Republic of Korea 31m | Germany 26.7m | Denmark 24.4m | Private donors Japan 16.1m |
Switzerland 15.1m | Private donors ltaly 14.2m | France 14m | Private donors USA 11.7m | Private donors
Sweden 10.4m | Ireland 10.2m

CONTACTS

Joan Allison, Chief, External Engagement Section, UNHCR Regional Bureau for Southern Africa
allison@unhcr.org, Tel: +27(0)681046659

Markku Aikomus, Senior Donor Relations Officer, UNHCR Regional Bureau for Southern Africa
aikomus@unhcr.org, Tel: +27(0)8179774

LINKS
Twitter | Facebook | Angola | DRC Situation | Malawi | Mozambique | Zambia | Zimbabwe
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https://twitter.com/UNHCRROSA
https://www.facebook.com/UNHCRSouthernAfrica
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/ago
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/drc
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/mwi
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/moz
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/zmb
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/zwe
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