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UGANDA REFUGEE RESPONSE: 
INTER-AGENCY SHELTER, SETTLEMENTS & NFI WORKING GROUP

DEFINITION OF ‘ADEQUATE’ HOUSEHOLD SHELTER WITHIN THE REFUGEE SETTLEMENTS
1. The amount of living space is sufficient to ensure privacy, safety, and health. At least 3.5m2 covered living space per person.

2. A separate latrine and bathing cubicle is accessible within at least 50m (ideally it is a HH latrine on the same plot as the shelter).

3. The shelter structure and dimensions can resist normal loads and external forces to prevent collapse or danger of injury to the habitants. This includes seismic risk, floods and extreme weather conditions within a given cycle, as well as fire hazard (clear escape route).	Comment by Phoebe Goodwin: Shall we say 50 years as per common international cycles?

4. The shelter has a durability of at least 3 years without need for major repairs, such as replacing the cladding to an entire wall’s structural frame. 	Comment by Phoebe Goodwin: Need to define what constitutes major repairs more thoroughly. 

5. Living space provides sufficient thermal comfort, fresh air, and protection from the climate. Proper ventilation should ensure individuals are breathing clean air, while addressing thermal requirements for climatic environment. All rooms in the shelter have natural cross-ventilation (2 openings). These openings can be as small as 20 – 30 mm dia. vents or as large as inhabitants’ desire.

6. Cooking meals should not cause inhalation of smoke within an enclosed space; chimneys/ventilation for stoves are necessary. 

7. Sufficient light for household work is being provided by natural light daytime and artificial light at night. Natural lighting opening of X % of internal floor area. 

8. It should require effort and cause attention to break into the shelter, leaving people and possession as safe as other habitants in community. The shelter and latrine should have locking mechanisms on their entrance doors, without facilitating the possibility of people being locked inside. These locks cannot be forced by hand or simple tool. Belongings should not visible from outside and intruders can be observed. 


9. There must be evidence of structural stability in the shelter. Depending on the construction;
- wooden beams on top of walls, 
- door/window lintels extended 1/3 of the void to each side
- cross-bracing of walls
- lengthy overhangs supported with columns
- insert others

10. The shelter and latrine structures must have adequate rainwater drainage with surrounding trenches to let water flow away from the walls. This will avoid a build-up of stagnant water and reduce risks linked to humidity. The household plot should have rainwater drainage to ensure the channelled runoff connects to a broader drainage system (or to soakaways/bio swales) and does not direct water towards neighbouring shelters/buildings.



[bookmark: _GoBack]11. The shelter is not exposed to known natural hazards, polluted areas or close to armed conflict zones that can threathen the safety or inflict loss of people and property. Areas to avoid include;
- wetland, swamp, natural forest reserve or other environmentally protected area
- floodprone
- risk of landslide
- adjacent to a waste management/dump site

12. Layout of space enables separation of individuals as required or wanted by the family, reflecting cultural norms. Depending on family demographics, ability for adolescents of different genders to sleep in separate rooms. 

13. There are no holes or cracks in any of the walls or roof that may;
- cause rainwater leakages
- compromise the structural integrity of the shelter
- compromise residents’ privacy.

14. If wood or bamboo is used for structural elements, it should be pre-treated (and sourced from a certified supplier) to avoid risk of termite and/or insect attack. 

15. There is no presence of rising damp on the walls. 

16. Maximum indoor temperature of X degrees lower than maximum outdoor temperature. 	Comment by Phoebe Goodwin: Define minimum or maximum temperatures (Reference Sphere Shelter Standard 3, Guidance Notes 7-10)

