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67,807 households

reached with LPG (Liquefied

Petroleum Gas) and cooking kits,
providing cheaper, safer, and a more
efficient and cleaner source of energy
UNHCR is working to create a better
environment by:

©UNHCR/R. Arnold

The influx of refugees to Cox’s Bazar from Myanmar put a large
strain on the local environment in 2017/18. Over 909,774
refugees struggled to build emergency shelters leading to forest
being cleared and trees being cut for makeshift structures and
cooking fuel. UNHCR has worked with the authorities and other
humanitarian agencies in Cox’s Bazar on sustainable and safe
solutions to mitigate the impact on the environment by the
newly-established presence of Rohingya refugees in Cox’s
Bazar.

Progress

Reducing the environmental
impact of hosting refugees through
environmental protection efforts,
restoration, promoting
conservation and awareness
among refugees
Increasing the use of safe and
alternative energy sources in both
refugee and Bangladeshi
communities
Improving protection and
wellbeing in refugee settlements
through solar street lights
installation and other
environment-friendly energy
initiatives

Efforts to stop deforestation and restore wildlife habitats is
progressing with the ongoing provision of LPG fuel for cooking
which reduces the need for refugees to cut and collect forest wood,
and helps conserve the environment and wildlife habitats. Inter-agency collaboration is underway for the distribution
of LPG and cooking sets to both refugee and host c o m m u n i t y families as an eco-friendly cooking solution,
aiming to cover all refugee families. The switch will improve air quality a n d r e d u c e t h e h a r m f u l h e a l t h
e f f e c t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h f u m e s f r o m cooking with wood inside shelters. It will also mitigate some of the
physical risks posed to children and women, as the main collectors of firewood, in isolated forest areas. The
introduction of LPG is also creating employment for the host community as it requires supporting infrastructure
such as refilling stations. UNHCR and partners are simultaneously planting trees to help regenerate vegetation,
control s o i l erosion, and reduce landslide risks. Efforts were made by UNHCR with the International Union for
the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) also to mitigate human-elephant conflict by having watchtowers and trained
teams to lead elephants safely away from the camps and protect human life. Solar street lights were also installed
in the camps and in nearby Bangladesh host communities for their convenience at night and additional security.
The following are some h i g h l i g h t s o f the progress made with refugees’ active participation:

50 Elephant Response
Teams (ERT) composed
of refugee volunteers
and host community
formed to manage
human-elephant
conflicts

95 elephant
watchtowers set up in
settlements greatly
reducing the risk of
serious incidents

67,807 families
received new LPG set
along with stoves and
103,797 refills

4,269 street
lights installed in
refugee and local
community areas

43.5 ha. planted
with mixed
vegetation in
refugee
settlements
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Among the challenges
Additional land needed for nurseries to develop resources (e.g. trees or vetiver grass) to restore the
environment, and for natural prevention of soil erosion
Further conservation measures needed to address the situation of wild Asian elephants as the refugee settlement
cuts through a vital migration corridor they once used
Limited facilities at present to manage and treat waste including human and household waste, with risk of
contamination for water supply and aquatic biodiversity of stream water

Way Forward

UNHCR and partners are expanding b e y o n d the distribution of clean cooking fuel and cooking stoves and looking at
how pressure cookers can be piloted to eventually ensure greater fuel efficiency. All refugee families and 20,000 host
community families will receive LPG sets by the end of 2019. Partnering with EDF, ICC and local universities or companies,
further efforts and investment will be made to harness solar energy. Several solar mini-grids will be developed inside the
camps to facilitate the operation of health care facilities, lighting for safety and security (e.g. additional street lights), basic
household demands, and access to energy for other requirements. A multi-year reforestation plan with the Bangladesh
Forest Department and other partners is in progress. An environment sensitive camp management protocol integrating greening,
soil stabilization, e-waste management procedures, watershed management principles, and climate change risk consideration for
DRR in compliance with applicable environmental regulations in Bangladesh, are in progress.

Working in Partnership

UNHCR co-chairs the Strategic Executive Group together with the UN Resident Coordinator and IOM. The Refugee
Agency leads on the protection response for all refugees, and heads a Protection Working Group in Cox’s Bazar.
UNHCR welcomes its valuable partnership with a number of UN agencies and coordinates the delivery of its
assistance with humanitarian partners through a number of working groups under the Inter-Sector Coordination Group
(ISCG). UNHCR’s main government counterpart is the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief and its Cox’s
Bazar-based Refugee Relief and Repatriation Commissioner (RRRC). UNHCR staff work closely with the Camp-inCharge officials in different refugee settlements, as well as with a range of international and national actors. It has a
strong network of 27 partners, including:
Action Aid Bangladesh | ACF (Action Contre la Faim) | ADRA (Adventist Development and Relief Agency) | BNWLA
(Bangladesh National Woman Lawyer's Association) | Bangladesh Red Crescent Society | BRAC (Bangladesh
Rehabilitation Assistance Committee) | Caritas Bangladesh | Center for Natural Resource Studies | CODEC
(Community Development Centre) | COAST (Coastal Association for Social Transformation Trust) | Danish Refugee
Council | FH Association (Food for the Hungry) | GK (Gonoshasthaya Kendra) | IUCN (International Union for
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources) | Handicap International | Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation |
Light House | Oxfam GB | Relief International | Mukti Cox's Bazar | NGO Forum for Public Health | RTMI
(Research, Training and Management International) | Save the Children International | Sesame Workshop |
Solidarites International | Terre des Hommes | TAI (Technical Assistance Incorporated). UNHCR would also like
to acknowledge the crucial role played by the refugees in the response. Over 3,000 volunteers from the refugee
community are working side by side with humanitarian agencies.

Donor country contributions to UNHCR Bangladesh (2018/2019)
UNHCR’s humanitarian response in Bangladesh is made possible thanks to the generous support of major donors
who have contributed unrestricted funding to UNHCR’s global operations, and to donors who have generously
contributed directly to UNHCR Bangladesh operations. In 2018 and 2019, support has been received from the
people and governments of:
Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, the European Union, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Japan, the
Republic of Korea, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Qatar, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Thailand, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America.
Also, thanks to the Arab Gulf Fund, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Education Cannot Wait, International
Islamic Relief Organization, Kuwait Finance House, Qatar Charity, Rahmatan Lil Alamin Foundation, The Big
Heart Foundation, The Church of Latter-Day Saints, and UPS Corporate.

