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BASIC ASSISTANCE

The share of households  
living below poverty line 
(< USD 3.84 / person / 
day) and under SMEB 
(< USD 2.8 / person / day) 
has decreased since 
2017.

Households living under poverty 
line

Households reporting available sanitation facilities

HEALTH

EDUCATION
51% of children aged 3-17 years are out of school. However, the share of 
children aged 3-5 enrolled in school increased, reaching 20% in 2018 (2017: 
15%). 

FOOD SECURITY
Food insecurity remained stable but still critically high over the past year, with 
90% of Syrian refugee households presenting some level of food insecurity.4 
Food insecurity is mainly associated with high economic vulnerability and 
limited income earning opportunities.

SOCIAL STABILITY

WATER AND SANITATION
91% of households have access to improved drinking water sources

85% of households use basic drinking water service

43% of households rely on bottled mineral water

20% of households access water from the tap or water network

 

 

23% were unable to access  
the secondary health care

they needed
(2017: 22%)

Households reported using coping strategies that 
depleted their assets to cope with lack of food or 
money to buy it, including: buying food on credit 
(79%), reducing food expenses (75%), reducing 
expenses on health (51%) and education (22%), 
spending savings (30%), and selling household 
goods (22%).

The majority cited competition for jobs as the key issue driving community 
tensions in their area, while another 54% said there were no tensions.

14% of households reported having curfews imposed on them. 67% of children aged 3-17 with disabilities are out of school.
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Key Findings of the 2018 Vulnerability 
Assessment of Syrian Refugees in Lebanon

2 Basic drinking water service means having access to an improved source that is either on premises or less 
   than 30min away. 
3 Improved sanitation facilities imply �ush toilets followed by improved pit latrines.
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13% were unable to access 
the primary health care

they needed

54%
Required 
primary 

health care

23%
Required 
secondary 
health care

 54% 
Required
 primary

 health care

(2017: 11%)

The most common reasons for not being able to access needed primary 
and secondary health care were: cost of treatment or medication, doctor’s 
fees, transportation costs, and the inability to secure a deposit for 
hospitalization. 

4 Food security is measured using three dimensions: current consumption (food consumption score), food as a share of 

total expenditure, and livelihood coping strategies.
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Only 44% of  infants 
under 6 months
were exclusively 
breastfed.

87% were 
able to access 

needed primary 
health care

Average expenditure has increased by 13% to $111 per person per month, 
40% of which is spent on food.  82% of households borrowed money in the 
last 3 months. 

Vulnerability of female-headed vs. male-headed households
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Overall, female-headed households remained more vulnerable than their 
male-headed counterparts, despite signi�cant improvements since 2017. 


