
Background

UNHCR has undertaken monitoring of refugees spontaneously returning to Syria since the early 
stages of the crisis.  Spontaneous returns refer to voluntary decisions by refugees to repatriate on their 
own initiative and after receiving information and counselling.  In Jordan, the Government supports 
refugees with transportation to the border crossing. UNHCR believes that conditions for refugees to 
return in safety and dignity are not yet in place in Syria.  UNHCR is not promoting or facilitating returns 
at the present time.

March 2018 statistical highlights

A total of 251 refugees spontaneously returned to Syria, a 19% decrease from February. Returns in 
March account for just 0.04% of the overall registered Syrian refugee population in Jordan of 659,063. 
The largest group, 43 people, returned from Mafraq. Family reunification continues to be the main 
reason for return in March in line with previous months.

www.unhcr.org

MAIN AREAS OF DEPARTURE AND RETURN

RETURNEES BY AGE GROUP

Spontaneous returns from Jordan
March 2018

SPONTANEOUS RETURNS FROM JORDAN

RETURNEES BY GENDER

MAIN REASONS OF RETURN

Family reunification
Improved security

Limited freedom of movement
Limited access to assistance

Lack of income earning 
opportunities 

From 0 to 4 From 5 to 11 From 12 to 17 From 18 to 59 Above 60

15%

25%

12%

41%

7%

53%

13%

12%

2%

50%

50%

16,180

251
847

January 2016 to March 2018

January to March 2018

March 2018

Homs
7%

Al-Raqqa
22%

Aleppo
17%

Rural Damascus
9%

Dar’a
30%

Mafraq
17%

Zarqa
10%

Irbid
15%

Amman
7%

Ma’an
5%

12%


