THE IMPACT OF THE SYRIA CRISIS ON AGRICULTURE,
FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS IN LEBANON

SECONDARMATAREVIEW

L EBANON NOVEMBER014

Food and Agriculture

Organization of the
United Nations




CONTENTS

SUMMARY ...ttt ettt e et e e s e e e e e e e e e e e ee taeeeeeeennniaaa 4
LISt Of ACTONYIMIS.....etiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiit ceee et ettt e e ettt et et e et e et eeee —aaaaaa e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaaaaaaaaaes annnnnnnnnne 5
Geographical ClassIfiCAtIONS. ...........coiiiiiiiiiiiiie oo s 6
List Of FIQUrES @nd IMAIS......uuuiiieeeiiiiiiii e ees ceeeee e e e e e e et s e e e e e e e ettt aaeeaeeans 7

INTRODUGCTION. ...t eiteeeetttiie e e e e e et eee eeeeeeeeeetb s e e e e e e e eeaaban eeeeetbaa e e e e e e e e eessbbnnaes fananas 8

FINDINGS. .ttt oottt e e e et —ee ettt e e e e e e e e ra e eaas 10
LIVEIINOOUS. ...t et et e e 10

Overview of Employment in LEDANOM..........ooviiiiiiiieeiit s e, 10
Impact ofthe Syria Crisis on the Labour Market............cccooiiiiiiiii v 11
IMpPAaCt 0N EMPIOYMENL ... e e e ees eeeee et e e e e e eearaaaaes 11
ATFECLEA SECLOLS ....utiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiti s ettt es err et e e e e e e e e e e aes teeeeens 11
FOOO SECUNTY......oiiiiiiiiiiiie et et e e eennennennnnnes 13
FOOd AVAIIADIITY.....evvie e s e aany eaaaaaa 13
Changing Trade PatteIMS.........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis oo es s 13
Problems of Access and Availability of Land.............coooiiiis i 14
Increased Cost of Agricultural INPULS...........oooviiiiiiieees i ceeeeeeees 16
Challenges to LivestoCck ProducCHQ.............ccoiviiiiiiiiiies i cevviianns 16
Depleting Natural RESOUICES. .......ciiiiiiiieiie s e e e e e e e e e s eeerria e aeaaaaannns 16
ACCESS 10 FOOU..... i eiiiiiiiii et et eee aat e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeaaaan arrnnns 17
Vulnerable LebaaseHOSt COMMUNILIES ...t e s 17
Increasing Competition and Unemployment............oooiiiiiiiiiiis v 18
DECrEaSING WaGES. ... .coiiiiiii i it e e e e e e e ats eee et e e e e e e aes s 19
INCIEASE IN PrICES ... .uiiiiiiiiiiie et oottt ee bbbt e e e e e e e es eeees 20
COPING SIAEGIES ...ttt it e e e e e e eees eeeeta e e e e e e e et e ees aaeas 20
LU ] 1S T= L1 o 21
FOOO SalOTY ... e e taaaaaaaaaaas 21
FOOA STaDIIITY......coieeiiiieie e s i e 21
The AQFCUIUIAl SECIOL.......ccieeeiiicie et e es oeeeeeeeeeat e e e e e aaarr o 22
Main Characteristics of the Agricultural SECIQL...........ccooveiiiiiiiies e, 22
Natural Advantages for AQriCUIULE. ...........uuei i e ee aeeeeeeeieans 22
Main Agricultural ProdUCTS.........cooeuiiiiiie et e s e 24

The Agricultural Sector in the National ECONOMY...........ccoooviiiiiiiiins ciiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeee 26



ODSIACIES 10 GIOWLNL ..o e e .26

A Major SoUrceof LIVEIINOOUS...........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis ceeeeiee et eeeeeeiiee v 26

Key Areas of Fellow Research Needed............ccooooiiiiiiiin i ceeeeeeaiin, 28

1O N1 U 1 [ PP 29
BIBLIOGRAPHY. ..t eett ettt e e re s e ettt e e e e e e —re e e e es teerana 30

Cover phot®EACE-June2014

About REACH

REACH is a joint initiative of two internatigualenomental organizatighSTED and IMPACT Initiai
and the UN Operat n a | Satellite Applications Progr a-r
based decision making by aid actors through efficient data collection, management and analysis
after an emergency. By doing so, REACH coturibosesing that communities affected by eme
receive the support they need. All REACH activities are conducted in support to and within the
agency aid coordination mechanisms. For more information please visitvowrrestisitetive.orgyou

yes

nme (U
before, dur

rgencies

framework ¢

can contact us directlganeva@readafitiative.omnd follow us on Twitter @REACH_info.



http://www.reach-initiative.org/
mailto:geneva@impact-initiatives.org

SUMMARY

Since the beginning of the Syrian conflict in 2011, more than 1.1 million Syrians have sought
refuge from war and violence in Lebanon, a number which represents more than a quarter of the
total population of Lebanon.! These refugees are living in the poorest sections of Lebanese
communities and in some cases outnumbering host communities. The large number of Syrians
fleeing to Lebanon can be attributed to the long-standing cultural, economic, political,
social/kinship ties between the two countries; and in addition the long , and mostly porous border
separating the two countries. Additionally, Lebanon hosts approximately 17,000 Lebanese
returnees” and 53,000 Palestinian Refugees from Syria (PRS).

The influx of such high numbers of displaced persons has had a serious impact on the political and
socio-economic situation of the country contributing to increased instability throughout Lebanon.
While the situation and needs of displaced Syrians have been examined and assessed in depth
over the last few years, the impact of the Syria crisis on host communities, and specifically
Lebanese, has yet to be examined in detail.

Displaced populations are competing with Lebanese citizens for jobs, markets, access to public
services and infrastructure, in particular for already scarce and fragile natural resources such as
land, water and forests. In parallel, rents are increasing, jobs are harder to find and public services
are overburdened. The fact that the labour market absorption capacity of the country is diminishing
rapidly is of particular concern in areas in which some of the most economically marginalised and
vulnerable Lebanese communities reside. Increased competition between local workers and
displaced populations could result in reduced household incomes amongst host communities.
Decreases in wages and increases in expenditures are also potential threats to the food security
situation of host communities. These issues will likely push poor and very poor households of the
host communities into asset depletion, poverty, increased vulnerability to future shocks, and
ultimately affecting relations with displaced Syrians.

The impact of the crisis on Lebanon’s rural economy and agricultural sector is another concern.
Although the role of agriculture in the national economy is declining in relative terms, it still plays
an important role in the rural economy and has a significant impact on rural livelihoods. In 2011,
agriculture accounted for 4% of Lebanon’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP), employed 6% of the
labour force (2009) with wide regional variations (up to 25%), and accounted for 15% of total
exports and imports in 2012. Moreover, as far as the geographical areas most affected by the
Syrian Crisis are concerned i.e. Northern Lebanon and the Bekaa agriculture contribute up to 80%
of the local GDP. However, there is little information available on how rural communities are
coping and on how the agricultural sector is affected, in terms of both livelihood generation and
food production.

Therefore, it was crucial to collect reliable quantitative information on the livelihood and food
security situation of host communities to enable the Government of Lebanon (Gol), United Nations
agencies and other humanitarian actors to implement efficient and effective food security and
livelihoods programming in Lebanon.

1UNHCR data porthhst accessed oNdvember 2014).
2IOMThe Situation and Needs of Lebanese Returnees (eoeRyiiar 2013).
SUNRWA websiteast accessed on 1 November 2014).


http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=122
http://www.unrwa.org/where-we-work/lebanon

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the Ministry of
Agriculture (MoA), in partnership with REACH conducted the Lebanon Food Security and
Livelihoods Assessment, aiming at filling this information gap. This national level assessment was
launched in August 2014. In parallel, a secondary data review was conducted to serve as baseline
information: its key findings are outlined in the present report. This secondary data review collates
the most up to date available information on the agriculture, food security and livelihoods (with a
focus on rural livelihoods) situation of host communities in Lebanon and reveals the lack of
quantitative information on these topics.
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Geographical Classifications

Operational Area

Governorate/
Mohafazat

District/ Caza

Refers to UNHCR regional operational areas in Lebanon. There are five
UNHCR sub-office regions in Lebanon: Akkar, Bekaa, Mount Lebanon/Beirut,
Tripoli T5 and South.

The operational area of Akkar coincides with the governorate of Akkar, and
the operational area of Bekaa comprises the districts of Baalbek, EI Hermel,
Rachaya, West Bekaa and Zahle. However, the operational area of Mount
Lebanon/Beirut includes the governorates of Beirut and Mount Lebanon.
Tripoli T5 operational area refers to the districts of Tripoli, Batroun, Bcharre,
El Minieh-Dennieh, Koura and Zgharta. The South operational area includes
the governorates of South and El Nabatieh.

Largest administrative division below the national level. Lebanon has eight
governorates: Bekaa, Baalbek / Hermel, Beirut, El Nabatieh, Mount Lebanon,
North, Akkar and South.

Second largest administrative division below the national level. Each
governorate is divided into districts or cazos. Lebanon has 26 districts.











































































