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Uganda  

UPDATE ON THE BURUNDI REFUGEE RESPONSE  

3-9 JUNE, 2016 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Burundian new arrivals continue to seek safety, protection and assistance in 
Uganda but on a decreasing trend. A total of 1,125 individuals were registered in 
May, lower than April’s 1,983 and almost half of March’s 2,951 new arrivals.  

 During the reporting period, a total of 80 Burundian new arrivals were received 
in Nakivale, lower than the 83 and the 120 individuals previously reported.   

 The new arrivals are mainly fleeing from Cibitoke, Gitega, Bujumbura Mairie, 
Kayanza, Mwaro, Ngozi, Muyinga, Rumonge, Kirundo, and Karusi provinces 
crossing into Uganda through Mirama Hills, Mutukula, Bunagana, Katuna and 
Mabende border points. 

 They cite continued violence characterized by looting, forced conscription into 
militia ranks and murders as reasons for fleeing.  

 New arrivals still report challenges at Rwanda and Burundi border crossings 
where they are asked for money by the armed civilian groups, before they can 
be allowed through. 

 

 

 

 

 KEY FIGURES 

38,395 
Number of registered Burundian 
refugees and asylum-seekers who 
have arrived in Uganda (as of 31 
May 2016). 
 

24,565 
Number of registered Burundian 
refugees and asylum-seekers since 

the new influx (1 January 2015). 
 

9,897 
Number of registered Burundian 
refugees and asylum-seekers from 
1 January 2016. 
 
Further breakdown of the total 
number of  Burundian refugees in 
settlements: (As 24 May, 2016) 

5,691 
Refugees received in Nakivale 
Refugee Settlement 

260 
Refugees received in Kyaka II 
Refugee Settlement 

118 
Refugees received in Oruchinga 
Refugee Settlement 

3 
Refugees received in Kisoro  
district 

1,540 
Urban refugees received in 
Kampala 
*statistics are provided by the 
Government of Uganda Office of 
the Prime Minister 

PRIORITIES 

 Community reproductive 
health education and 
promotion with a focus on 
benefits of antenatal care, 
health facility deliveries 
and uptake of modern 
family planning. 

 Community sensitization 
on malaria and diarrhea 
prevention and control.   

 
 

 

Construction of a food serving shade at the Kabazana Reception Centre; and in the background is ongoing 

construction work for the new kitchen- all to enhance improved service delivery to the Persons of Concern. 
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UPDATE ON ACHIEVEMENTS 

Operational context 

 In Nakivale, 270 individuals (91 Congolese, 173 Burundians and 6 Rwandans) are currently residing at Kabazana 
Reception Centre according to the joint OPM, UNHCR and American Refugee Council (ARC) weekly physical head 
count. Kabazana Reception Centre can accommodate up to 338 individuals.  

 

 Protection 

Persons with Specific Needs (PSNs) 

 In Nakivale, ARC distributed a total of 32 wheel chairs to people living with disability (20 females and 12 males). 

Child Protection  

 In Nakivale, ARC conducted nine Best Interest Assessments for six separated children (3 males and 3 females), one 
female unaccompanied minor and two male children at risk-aged 09 and 11 years. Of the six separated children, five 
are siblings aged 11 to 15 years, staying with their cousin brother in Kabazana “A” village whereas the nine-year old 
male resides with his grandfather at Kabazana Reception Centre. The unaccompanied female minor aged 16 years has 
been attached to an adult caregiver in Kabazana Reception centre. All the children were provided with material 
support like clothes, soap, jelly and under garment. They were all referred to Windle Trust Uganda (WTU) for 
education support. The cumulative number of BIAs conducted since January 2016 todate stands at 108 (20 
unaccompanied minors, 52 separated children and 36 children at risk). 

 

 Education 

 Learners, who were off for the first term holiday break resumed school on June 6.   

 In Nakivale, various education infrastructure development activities were initiated including construction of two 
blocks of seven classrooms with an office at Nakivale Secondary School; upgrade of Ngarama and Ruhoko Early 
Childhood Development Centres (ECDs) and renovation of community built classroom blocks at Kabazana and 
Kashojwa Primary Schools. WTU has been supervising the works.  

 

 Health 

 In Nakivale, Medical Teams International (MTI) received a total of 989 consultations from new Burundians (394 males 
and 595 females) seeking medical care at Kabazana Reception Centre, Ruhoko and Misiera mobile clinics. Malaria is 
the leading cause of illness at 38% (down from 24%), followed by upper respiratory tract infections at 24% (down 
from 32% as previously reported. The increase in malaria cases has been attributed to the warm weather that has 
been found to favor mosquito breeding. Nevertheless, past malaria trends show that the months of May, June & July 
(2015, 2014 and 2013) often register high cases of malaria. MTI continues to sensitize communities on proper use of 
mosquito nets and promotion of early treatment seeking behavior plus proper adherence to medication. MTI also 
distributed some 3,517 male pieces of condoms to the Burundian new arrivals. 

 In Nakivale, MTI immunized a total of 37 children against polio, three against tetanus and 33 against measles, while 
29 children aged six months to 15 years were dewormed and 24 received Vitamin “A” supplements, at Kabazana 
Reception Centre, Ruhoko, Misiera mobile village clinic points and OPM registration point.  

 In Nakivale, MTI distributed a total of 1185 sanitary pads to new Burundian females of reproductive age at Kabazana 
Reception Centre to support them in menstrual hygiene management.  

http://www.unhcr.org/
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 In Nakivale, MTI conducted a health education session in Ruhoko “A” on proper storage of drinking water. A total of 
107 participants attended the sessions. 

 In Nakivale, MTI sensitized 72 individuals about family planning methods in Kabazana “C” village.  

 

 Food Security and Nutrition 

 In Nakivale, MTI screened a total of 205 new Burundian children below five years for malnutrition at Kabazana 
Reception Centre, Misiera, and Ruhoko mobile clinic points. Three children were found moderately malnourished and 
enrolled on the supplementary feeding program. No severe case was registered. The Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) 
was 1.5% (UNHCR emergency standard is 5%) and the Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) rate recorded was 0.0% 
(UNHCR emergency standard is 1%) while Moderate Acute Malnutrition was at 1.5%. The nutrition indicators continue 
to improve compared to past weeks because there is plenty of organic green vegetables currently being harvested by 
many households to supplement on their feeding. 

 In Kyaka II, cash-for-food distribution started on 30th May 2016, followed by subsequent general food distribution 
which started on 31st May 2016. Both activities were carried out concurrently and ended successfully on 2nd June. 
Beneficiaries were informed about the reductions in the food ratios and the anticipated pipeline breakdown as earlier 
communicated by WFP. 

 

  Water and Sanitation  

 In Nakivale, the average water consumption per person per day stands at 20.26 l/p/d, slightly lower than 20.37 litres 
previously reported due to the population increase without commensurate increase in water production. The UNHCR 
emergency water supply standard is 20 l/p/dt. No mechanical faults on the water trucks were recorded last week. 

Sanitation and Hygiene 

 In Nakivale, ARC WASH team carried out hygiene awareness in Saaza and Kankingi “D” village to ensure good hygiene 
practices at household level. A total of 50 participants were reached. 

 In Nakivale, a community meeting was held in Kabahinda “C” village to discuss ways through which children can be 
prevented from swimming in the ponds within the community. The community resolved that the pond owner fences 
the pond so that children are not at risk of infections and drowning. During this forum, 102 participants attended. 

 In Nakivale, a total of 39 new household latrines were constructed and registered in Saaza, Kankingi “D”, Ngarama 
“C”, Kyeibale and Mirambira villages. This was as a result of increased awareness raising on the best ways to eliminate 
WASH diseases and improve on household hygiene. Latrine coverage in the new Burundian villages has thus increased 
to 69.5% compared to 68.3% in the previous reporting period. 

 

 Shelter / Infrastructure /NFIs 

 In Nakivale, installation of solar lighting equipment is currently on-going at the reception centre in order to provide 
lighting for the residents and reduce the risks of GBV and other protection related cases. The reception centre shelters 
are being supported with generator power to temporarily provide lighting. The construction of the serving shade was 
completed while the permanent kitchen is also under construction and is at roofing level. The pending works at the 
reception centre include the renovation of the permanent shelters and installation of the hang lines and drying racks 
and improvement of the drainage system. 

http://www.unhcr.org/
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