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  FRONT COVER PHOTOGRAPH: 
  Water and sanitation gaps remain a central challenge in White Nile refugee camps,  

and the population has doubled in Um Sangour camp since the start of the conflict  
in April 2023.  

  © UNHCR/Isadora Zoni 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This document and further information are available on the UNHCR data portal Sudan page.  
Please click on the following link https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/sdn or scan the QR code. 
 
 
For feedback please contact: 
Refugee Consultation Forum (RCF): SUDKHRCF@unhcr.org  
UNHCR Information Management Unit: SUDKHIM@unhcr.org  

 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/sdn
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 At a Glance 

 
Sudan Mid-Year Response 
January ï June 2023 

 

 

  USD 
 

 1.04 M 
Projected refugee 
population by end 2023 

 
664,768  
Refugees reached by 
end June 2023 
 
 
 
 

570 M 
Total financial requirements 
 

 
91.3 M 
Total financial contributions 
by end June 2023 

41 
Partners  
Involved 
 
 

28 
Partners reporting response 
by end June 2023 
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Country Overview 

Executive Summary 

Before the outbreak of conflict on 15 April 2023 Sudan hosted one of the largest refugee populations in Africa at 

approximately 1.1 million, and continues to do so in the now conflict-affected setting. A history of generous open-border 

policies combined with gaps in access to durable solutions has contributed to large numbers of refugees living in 

protracted displacement across Sudan, including in states of Khartoum, White Nile, Kassala, the Kordofans and Darfurs. 

Roughly 71 per cent of the refugee and asylum seeker population in Sudan is South Sudanese, however Eritreans, 

Ethiopians, Central African Republicans, Congolese, Syrians, Yemenis, and others have also long sought refuge in both 

rural and urban settings of Sudan.  

On 15 April 2023, the conflict that erupted between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the paramilitary Rapid 

Support Forces (RSF) brought sweeping changes across Sudanôs humanitarian landscape. Emerging humanitarian 

needs have proliferated across the country, while the volatile security context has in parallel hampered humanitarian 

access and response capacities. Breakdowns in government services and national infrastructure further challenge the 

delivery of response and exerts growing pressure on already limited resources. With the conflict largely affecting refugee 

hosting areas of Khartoum, Darfur and Kordofan states, secondary movements have been undertaken at large-scale by 

refugees fleeing hotspots to safer locations. Cross-border movements, including into third countries and returns under 

adverse conditions, have also been recorded.  

The largest number of internal refugee movements has been observed as an outflow from Khartoum to White Nile, 

composed primarily of South Sudanese refugees at over 144,000. Other arrivals of mixed nationalities continue to also 

be recorded in Eastern and Southern corridors less affected by the conflict. A total of 180,939 secondary internal refugee 

movements are estimated to have occurred between 15 April and 30 June, contributing to mounting strains on available 

capacities in areas of arrival. 

Already prior to the conflict, protracted caseloads often faced severe multi-sectoral needs due to critical gaps in access 

to basic services, livelihoods, and durable solutions. While a large portion of the refugee community in Sudan had sought 

refuge on the outskirts of the urban centre of Khartoum, other sizeable populations have lived in Kassala, Gedaref, Blue 

Nile, White Nile, the Kordofan and Darfur states. In the period of January to April, 27 partners were delivering multi-

sectoral assistance to refugee communities across these states and in line with strategic guidance set out by the 2023 

Country Refugee Response Plan (CRP), reaching 524,561 refugees. It should be noted that despite reaching 60 per 

cent of the initial 2023 target population in the first quarter alone, most of those assisted have not been reached with 

comprehensive and multi-sectoral assistance capable of providing long-term relief from acute humanitarian needs. 

Following the outbreak of conflict in mid-April, CRP partners have worked to deliver critical life-saving assistance to 

refugees facing the effects of the conflict, including refugees fleeing the recent violence to safer locations and those 

remaining in less conflict-affected areas. Efforts to deliver aid to refugees remaining in hotspot areas are further being 

made. A collaborative revision of the 2023 Country Refugee Response Plan was pursued by partners to the Refugee 

Consultation Forum and published on 07 June, providing a strategic framework for the delivery of emergency and life-

saving assistance to refugees within the current context. Partners are retaining presence on the ground in key locations 

to ensure uninterrupted access to critical services in accessible locations, as well as to enable quick scale-up as soon 

as security conditions allow, and with the objective of delivering assistance to 1,095,161 refugees in 2023. 

UNHCR and partner Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) distribute shelter materials to refugees at El Radoum Camp in South Darfur. ©UNHCR/Behrooz Taleb 
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Part 1: Current Situation 

Situation Overview  

The 2023 Country Refugee Response Plan (CRP), initially launched on 31 January 2023, was co-designed between 41 

international and national partners, and the Sudan Commissioner for Refugees (COR), to provide a framework for 

delivery of critical protection and lifesaving multi-sectoral assistance to refugees in Sudan. The CRP launched an appeal 

for US$ 556 million to meet urgent needs, while further solidifying linkages with pledges made at the Global Refugee 

Forum (GRF) prioritizing avenues for integration of refugees into national systems and to realize durable solutions. The 

CRP set out a prioritization framework to better enable targeted, effective, and efficient aid delivery with respect to 

limitations on financial resources, notably due to historic chronic underfunding of response in key refugee hosting 

locations and competing global humanitarian priorities.  

The outbreak of conflict between the SAF and RSF on 15 April brought on pervasive challenges to the operationalization 

of response, exacerbated protection risks faced by refugees and asylum seekers, and set off a surge in humanitarian 

needs faced by those already living in displacement. To best meet needs of refugees and asylum seekers within this 

context, an addendum to the CRP was launched on 07 June prioritizing the delivery of urgent protection and critical life-

saving assistance. The addendum reviewed the existing 2023 appeal for a new total of US$ 570 million for the full year.  

It is to be noted that refugees and asylum seekers remaining in Sudan are acutely exposed to rising protection risks, 

most notably those that were residing in Khartoum, the Darfur and Kordofan states at the time of conflict outbreak. 

Critical breaks in essential services have left populations without access to food, health care, markets, livelihoods, 

protection assistance, water and sanitation facilities, and education services. Breaks in supply lines have caused 

dramatic price hikes in local markets combined with sharp decline in access to cash due to bank closures, further cutting 

off vulnerable communities from basic services. The quick escalation of conflict has caused widespread destruction to 

civilian infrastructure in hotspot areas, including hospitals and schools, while humanitarian agencies have witnessed 

losses of supplies and assets to looting and other forms of criminality. In tandem, the conflict has caused the loss of 

1,133 lives by 30 June 2023 and 11,796 casualties, as reported by Ministry of Health. The real toll is however assumed 

to be much higher.  

Internal secondary movements are increasingly undertaken by refugee populations capable of moving to seek safety, 

with highest numbers reported leaving Khartoum for White Nile. Population movements continue to extend across Sudan 

however, with new refugee arrivals from secondary internal movements reported in Kassala, Gedaref, South Kordofan, 

North Darfur, Aj Jazirah, North Kordofan, East Darfur, West Kordofan and Red Sea states. CRP partners are deeply 

concerned for the wellbeing of vulnerable refugees that are unable to move from conflict hotspot areas, often due to 

pre-existing vulnerabilities, including chronic illness, limited mobility, and insufficient resources, among others. Of further 

South Sudanese refugees board a truck to flee Khartoum after outbreak of conflict. © UNHCR/Ibrahim Mohamed  
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concern are growing reports of exposure to protection risks while in transit, including heightened risks of arbitrary arrest, 

detention, extortion, deportation, smuggling, trafficking, and conflict-related sexual violence. Alarms are particularly 

being raised by the humanitarian community regarding significant uptick in GBV incidences, including conflict-related 

sexual violence, and gaps in response capacities. Women, girls, and boys remain among the most vulnerable to all 

forms of protection risks, with unaccompanied and separated children particularly so.  

In locations less affected by conflict and historically hosting refugee populations, notably White Nile, Gedaref and 

Kassala, resources are under increasing pressure to provide adequate services to growing refugee populations 

alongside host communities. At the end of June 2023 only 16 per cent of the 2023 CRP appeal has been funded, risking 

aggravated gaps and hindrances for responding agencies in meeting needs on the ground. UNHCR and partners 

continue to advocate for funding requisite for effective aid delivery with respect to recent upsurge in humanitarian needs. 

By end June 2023, CRP partners are operational and continue to deliver critical services to refugee communities in 

Gedaref, Kassala, White Nile and Blue Nile States. Some services albeit at limited capacities are further continuing in 

East Darfur and Kordofan States. Suspension of programming has been most common in Khartoum and Darfur states, 

linked to critical gaps in humanitarian access fuelled by volatile security contexts. Shrinking humanitarian space due to 

administrative and bureaucratic impediments have further hampered access and capacities. However, it is to be noted 

that refugee response has been extended to Aj Jazira and Red Sea states following April events to meet needs of 

refugee arrivals in these locations. It is to be underscored also that partners have firmly retained presence across 

accessible areas with readiness to scale up response into new locations security and resource permitting. 

Internal Refugee Movements 15 April ï 30 June 2023 
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Population Planning Figures 

Country Current Population as of June 2023 Planned population by end of 20231 

South Sudan 678,443 706,720 

Ethiopia 62,695 69,162 

Eritrea 131,663 136,179 

Syria 61,698 95,908 

Central African Republic 19,663 24,125 

Chad 936 4,503 

Yemen 2,330 2,378 

Other 5,992 5,356 

Total 963,410 1,044,331 

 

 

 

 

  

  

15% of total 963k2 

Persons with disabilities 

 

50.7%  

Women and girls 

 

 

49.3%  

Men and boys 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
1 Planned population figures are subject to regular revision and are inherently linked to developments inside Sudan and 

neighboring states. 
2 Per cent of refugees with disabilities is an estimate based on the IASC Guidelines on the Inclusion of Persons with Disability in 
Humanitarian Action, 2019 
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https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-11/IASC%20Guidelines%20on%20the%20Inclusion%20of%20Persons%20with%20Disabilities%20in%20Humanitarian%20Action%2C%202019_0.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-11/IASC%20Guidelines%20on%20the%20Inclusion%20of%20Persons%20with%20Disabilities%20in%20Humanitarian%20Action%2C%202019_0.pdf
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Number of refugees in Sudan as of 30 June 2023: 

 

 
 

 


















































