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JOINT PRESS RELEASE
Japan and UNHCR support access to healthcare for
Rohingya refugees and Bangladeshis

Dhaka, 15 December 2021

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, has signed an agreement with the Government of Japan for a
generous donation of USD 4.4 million to improve access to healthcare for Rohingya refugees and their
Bangladeshi host communities in Cox’s Bazar District, Bangladesh.

“The significant contribution from the Government of Japan will allow UNHCR to continue providing vital
access to healthcare for some 265,000 refugee and host community members, following what has been
a uniquely challenging 18 months, as COVID-19 increased health needs for both refugees and
Bangladeshis,” said Johannes Van Der Klaauw, UNHCR Representative in Bangladesh.

The pandemic has compounded existing health needs in the extremely congested camps, with limited
water and sanitation services, and saturated health facilities.

The three-year-project will support the construction of new in-patient facilities in Ukhiya Specialized
Hospital to facilitate access to specialized care, same-day surgeries and other services scarcely
available in the District, including assistance to mental health and psychosocial support. It will also
support the renovation and maintenance of 39 healthcare and nutrition facilities in the Rohingya refugee
camps and allow for the provision of critical medical supplies, equipment and medicines to both
refugees and Bangladeshis.

“It is our great pleasure to provide assistance to this project, and we strongly hope it will improve
healthcare and medical situations of both refugees and host communities. During my last visit to the
camps in Cox’s Bazar back in October, | saw the dedicate and professional work of UNHCR and the
other agencies amid the difficult situations. Japan will continue to work towards early repatriation to
Myanmar, while contributing to the better living conditions of refugees and host communities in
collaboration with the international organizations and NGOs. | am of the view that durable solutions of
this crisis will be conducive to realizing Free and Open Indo- Pacific.” said H.E Naoki Ito, Ambassador
of Japan to Bangladesh.

The project will be implemented in close collaboration with the Government of Bangladesh, including
the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and the Office of Refugee Relief and Repatriation
Commissioner, under the Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief.

Since the influx of more than 700,000 Rohingya refugees to Bangladesh in August 2017, Bangladeshi
authorities and humanitarian organizations have been responding fast to meet the most critical
humanitarian and protection needs, preserve refugees’ sense of hope, and supporting host
communities. The Government and the people of Bangladesh continue to generously host over 900,000
Rohingya refugees, until their voluntary and sustainable return in safety and dignity and their
reintegration in Myanmar can materialize, when conditions allow.

Japan has been a reliable and longstanding supporter of UNHCR and the Rohingya refugee response
in Bangladesh, contributing some USD $150 million to international organizations and NGOs in
Bangladesh to assist both refugees and host communities since the beginning of the emergency,
including this project. Earlier this year, Japan contributed USD $10 million to improve access to clean
water for vulnerable host and refugee communities in Teknaf Upazila.
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For additional information:

Embassy of Japan in Bangladesh: Public Relations, publicrelations@dc.mofa.go.jp; +880 2 222
260 010

UNHCR: Regina De La Portilla, Communications Officer, delaport@unhcr.org; +880 1 847 327 279
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