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Market Analysis Task Force –
COVID-19 Market Monitoring

Funded by:

With the support of:

Uganda Cash Working Group,

Market Analysis Task Force

Conducted under the framework of:



Rationale

What is the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak 

on markets in refugee communities across 

Uganda?

• What is the impact on commodity 

prices?

• … and on market functionality?

• How do containment measures affect 

prices and market functionality?

→ What are the implications for CASH 

assistance?
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METHODOLOGY2



Methodology of 
the COVID-19 
Market Monitoring

• Quantitative assessment monitoring 

commodity prices and market 

functionality indicators across 

Uganda’s refugee communities

• Building on the existing MEB price 

monitoring system 

• Remote quantitative data collection 

through the WFP mobile Vulnerability 

Analysis and Mapping (mVAM) unit

• Bi-monthly analysis rounds

✓ Round 1: 15-30 April

✓ Round 2: 1-14 May

✓ Round 3: 15-31 May

✓ …
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Assessed 
locations

1-15 May 2020



KEY FINDINGS3



Commodity Prices
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• Since March, most commodities that constitute the MEB have appreciated in price

• Grains have generally appreciated more in price than other commodities like flour and cooking oil

• Aggregated national results should be interpreted with caution, as large differences across assessed 

settlements prevail



Commodity Prices

• Price levels and changes vary regionally! 

• Aggregated figures should be taken with a grain of salt 

• …and – where possible – local effects on price changes should be paid attention to
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Changes in food prices (in UGX) in Soutwest (left) and West Nile (right) regions



Market Functionality

• Results show significant impact on the functionality of assessed

marketplaces in terms of:

• Access to markets

• Available supply

• Security

• In general, markets in the Southwest Region appear to have been

impacted more adversely than markets in the West Nile Region.

• Overall, the access and security appears to have improved between

April and May

• Yet, meeting demand with the available supply remains an issue, first

and foremost in the Southwest Region!



Market Functionality

• In April, most assessed marketplaces saw a decrease in the number of both vendors

and customers

• In the Southwest region, 41% of interviewed traders estimated a decrease of vendors

beyond 50%, in April.

• In May, none of the interviewed traders estimated a decrease of vendors by more than

50%

% traders reporting a decrease in the number of vendors – April (left) and  May (right)



Market Functionality

▪ Meeting demand with the available supply appears to become an

increasing problem

% of interviewed traders reporting difficulty in obtaining enough supply to meet demand -
in April (left) and May (right)



• In April, many interviewed traders reported restrictions to transport 
goods to markets:

• These appear to have decreased considerably, since May.
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Market Functionality



Market Monitoring Factsheet April 2020

https://www.impact-repository.org/document/reach/5663ff5b/REACH_UGA_COVID-19-Market-Monitoring-Snapshot_April2020.pdf

https://www.impact-repository.org/document/reach/5663ff5b/REACH_UGA_COVID-19-Market-Monitoring-Snapshot_April2020.pdf


Market Monitoring Factsheet May 2020

https://www.impact-repository.org/document/repository/c5a68494/ULEARN_UGA_COVID-19-Market-Monitoring-Snapshot_1-15May2020.pdf

https://www.impact-repository.org/document/repository/c5a68494/ULEARN_UGA_COVID-19-Market-Monitoring-Snapshot_1-15May2020.pdf


Questions?

Thanks for your 
attention!


