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2.6 MILLION

INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS IN 
INFORMAL SITES AND CAMP-LIKE SETTINGS 

About the IDP Population Estimate 

The Information Management Working Group (IMWG) Technical 
Working Group on IDP populations, comprising of UNHCR, IOM and 
OCHA, has updated an estimate of the number of IDPs in informal sites 
and camp-like settings at 28 February 2018 for the purpose of 
humanitarian response planning. This figure is substantially drawn from 
site visits carried out in 2017 - 2018 and estimates for areas where 
fieldwork has not yet been carried out. The Detailed Site Assessments 
(DSAs) carried out by the Camp Coordination and Camp Management 
(CCCM) Cluster (co-led by UNHCR and IOM) and IOM’s Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM) were key sources. Data was mainly gathered 
through key informants such as IDP community representatives or site 
managers/‘gatekeepers’ who were interviewed regarding site statistics, 
services, and protection risks and other concerns. 

Internal Displacement in Somalia

Internal displacement in Somalia is characaterized by complex and 
often interlinked conflict and climatic drivers. Of the estimated 2.6 
million internally displaced people, more than half are estimated to 
have been forced to move from late 2016 onwards following four 
consecutive failed rainy seasons in much of the country. Most have 
moved from rural areas to informal sites in urban and peri-urban 
locations. These IDPs frequently live in undignified and hazardous 
circumstances, where they face multiple protection risks/threats such 
as, unlawful evictions, overcrowded and unsanitary environments with 
limited access to basic services, exposure to explosive hazards, 
increased risk of Gender Based Violence (GBV), negative coping 
mechanisms such as child marriage and child labor, and tension with 
the host community.

Estimated IDP Population by District (in thousands) 

Estimated IDP Population by Region

Banadir 497,000                         

Bay 272,000                              

Sool 233,000                              

Gedo 207,000                              

Bari 198,000                              

Lower Juba 165,000                              

Mudug 155,000                              

Galgaduud 144,000                              

Lower Shabelle 139,000                              

Togdheer 126,000                              

Woqooyi Galbeed 117,000                              

Sanaag 92,000                                

Hiraan 78,000                                

Nugaal 60,000                                

Middle Shabelle 51,000                                

Bakool 48,000                                

Middle Juba 40,000                                

Awdal 26,000                                


