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A UNHCR staff at the Port in Berbera upon arrivals of Yemeni refugees to assess the situation and assist new arrivals with the 

initial help. © UNHCR/Berbera, October 2017 

 

Highlights 

Number of new arrivals 927 new arrivals from Yemen 

New enrolments 515 students enrolled in school 

Subsistence allowance 1,703 households (5,477 persons) received subsistence allowance 

Access to heath 1,348 persons provided with health care assistance 

Community-based projects 656 beneficiaries of community-based projects 

Somalia 
 1-31 October 2017 
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Update on achievements 
 

New arrivals 
Since the beginning of the conflict in Yemen in March 2015, 33,929 Somalis (33,511 spontaneous 

and 418 assisted), 5,755 Yemenis and 360 third country nationals. A total of 40,044 persons have 

been identified by UNHCR as arriving into Somalia. 

■ In October, there were 927 new arrivals (775 Somalis (490 spontaneous and 285 assisted 

returnees), 135 Yemenis and 17 third country nationals) from Yemen arrived Somalia by sea.  

 

New arrivals trends 

Nationality 1-31 October 2017 1 January - 31 October 2017 2015 - 2017 

Somalis (S)1 490 4,036 33,511 

Somalis (A)2 285 418 418 

Yemenis  135 783 5,755 

Third country nationals 17 47 360 

Total 927 5,284 40,044 

 

 
A UNHCR staff providing hot meal and water to Somali returnees at the Reception Centre at the Port in Berbera. © UNHCR/ 

Berbera, October 2017  

 

Core relief items 

■ In October, UNHCR provided 121 kits of core relief items to 105 households (276 Somalis) on 

arrival.  
 

                                                
1 Spontaneous Somali returnees from Yemen. 
2 Somali refugee returnees from Yemen who opt to be voluntary repatriated to Somalia under the UNHCR-led Assisted 

Spontaneous Return programme (ASR).    
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Education 

■ In October, 515 Yemeni refugees were newly enrolled in school, 476 in primary and 39 in 

secondary education.  

 

Cash assistance 
■ UNHCR provided subsistence allowance to 1,567 Yemeni refugee households (4,802 persons) and 

one time emergency cash assistance to 39 Yemeni refugee households (192 persons). 

■ In October, UNHCR has also distributed subsistence allowance in amount of US $200 per 

household per month to 97 Somali returnee households (483 persons) from Yemen who returned 

through the ASR programme. 

■ In October, UNHCR provided a one-time reinstallation grant of US $200 per person to 272 Somali 

returnees (98 households) from Yemen.   

 

Health  

■ In October, UNHCR provided access to health care services to 1,348 Yemeni refugees, 1,266 in 

primary and 82 referrals to secondary and tertiary health care services.  

 

A UNHCR staff taking care of wellbeing of the Somali refugee returnees while waiting for further assistance by UNHCR at the 

Reception Centre in Berbera. © UNHCR/Berbera, October 2017 

 

 

Community Empowerment and Self-reliance 
In October, 656 persons (493 returnees, 138 refugees and 25 members of host community) were 

engaged in livelihood projects.  

■ Out of 656 persons, 479 were engaged in small-business program and 177 in technical and 

vocational training.  
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Rehabilitation of Public Infrastructure 

■ In Galkacyo, UNHCR started the construction of two schools and two community centres aimed to 

promote peaceful coexistence between returnees and host community. The activity will also 

enhanced absorption capacities of the communal facilities to accommodate additional needs of 

returnees. 

 

Technical and vocational training 

■ In Hargeysa, 138 beneficiaries (113 returnees and 25 members of host community) continued with 

vocational skills training: 25 in electricity, 25 in painting/decoration, 15 in plumbing, 54 in cooking 

and 19 in tailoring. 

■ In Bossaso, 39 Yemeni refugees continued with trainings in beauty salon, computers, electrics 

and tailoring.  

 

Small-business enterprise  

■ In the October, UNHCR continued with small-business programmes for 380 returnees (188 in 

Garoowe, 155 in Bossaso and 37 in Hargeysa), to educate them to establish and run their 

businesses.  

■ In October, 99 Yemeni refugees completed with small-business programme (72 in Bossaso and 

27 in Garoowe).  

 

Funding 
FUNDING (as of 27 October) 

USD 7.8 M 
 

Requested for Response to Yemen Situation 

 

 

 

Funded 

74% 

Gap 

26% 
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External / Donors Relations 
 

Donors who have contributed to the operation in 2017 

United States of America | Japan | European Union | CERF | Saudi Arabia | Germany | 

France | Belgium | Austria | Italy | Sweden | Priv Donors Germany | Sheikh Thani Bin 

Abdullah Foundation | MBC Al Amal | Canada | UN Peacebuilding Fund | Jassim and 

Hamad Bin Jassim Charit Found | GSK | Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints | 

Priv Donors Switzerland | Priv Donors USA | Priv Donors Italy 

 

Special thanks to the major donors of unrestricted and regional funds in 2017  

United States of America (266 M) | Sweden (76 M) | Netherlands (52 M) | United Kingdom 

(45 M) | Norway (41 M) | Japan (25 M) | Priv Donors Republic of Korea (23 M) | Denmark 

(23 M) | Australia (19 M) | Canada (16 M) | Priv Donors Italy (15 M) | Switzerland (15 M) | 

Priv Donors USA (14 M) | France (14 M) | Priv Donors Japan (14 M) | Germany (12 M) | 

Priv Donors Sweden (11 M) | Italy (10 M) 

 

Thanks to other donors of unrestricted and regional funds in 2017 

Algeria | Austria | Belgium | Bosnia and Herzegovina | Chile | Costa Rica | Estonia | 

Finland | Holy See | Iceland | Indonesia | Ireland | Kuwait | Lithuania | Luxembourg | Malta 

| Mexico | Monaco | Morocco | New Zealand | Portugal | Qatar | Republic of Korea | 

Russian Federation | Saudi Arabia | Serbia | Singapore | Spain | Sri Lanka | Thailand | 

Turkey | United Arab Emirates | Uruguay | Zambia  

 

CONTACTS 

Caroline Van Buren, Representative, Somalia 

vanburen@unhcr.org, Cell: +252 616 141 315, Cell: +254 731 688 141 

 

LINKS 

Somalia: Global Focus - Somalia: Information sharing portal - UNHCR Somalia - 

@UNHCRSom - Facebook: UNHCR Somalia 

 

http://reporting.unhcr.org/node/2550
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/horn/location/192
http://www.unhcr.org/somalia.html
https://twitter.com/UNHCRSom
https://www.facebook.com/unhcrsom/

