


















BURUNDI SITUATION
Reintegration Snapshot

as of 31 December 2022

UNHCR is providing international protection and solutions to the situation of returnees in Burundi, 
building on the ongoing consultations under the Global Compact for Refugees and the Platform for an 
Integrated Area Approach. The people of Burundi have su�ered many years of crisis and community 
resilience has been further weakened as many people have limited access to basic services. In line 
with the changing context and progress made against the objectives and outcomes of the November 
2022 high-level roundtable, UNHCR Burundi has put in place stronger mechanisms to provide solution 
services to returnees and local communities. This includes improving access to essential services to 
mitigate further displacement and build resilient communities through area-based programming, 
focusing on priority return and reintegration areas through inclusive engagement with various actors 
(e.g., UN agencies, development actors, the private sector, CSOs/CBOs, etc.) Within the overall 
framework of area-based programming for forced displacement and building resilient communities, 
the focus is on strengthening �eld engagement with these actors.

RESULTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS | 2021 - 2022

SHELTER, LAND AND 
PROPERTY

3,220 construction kits distributed in 6 of the largest 
communes hosting returnees, 150 houses construct-
ed in Giteranyi (Muyinga) and 4,320 returnees and 
the local community assisted with rental support for 
three months. 

WATER, SANITATION AND 
HYGIENE

228 returnees assisted with latrines and 788 
households bene�ted from a new constructed water 
system.

SOCIAL COHENSION

2,700 returnees, 4,121 host community members 
bene�tted from community dialogues and social 
cohesion activities.

LIVELIHOOD

1,787 returnees supported with the combination of 
�nancial and non-�nancial assets to rebuild their 
livelihoods.

1,599 households received land certi�cates to 
secure their property.

Jesuit Refugee Services and HelpAge conducted a 
cross-border market assessment (Burundi and 
Tanzania) for an analysis of area-based economic 
opportunities for returnees and local communities.

EDUCATION

5,111 returnees children (2,560 girls and 2,551 boys) 
attended catch-up classes and returned to school.

CASH ASSISTANCE

$2,135,000 of cash assistance disbursed to support 
reintegration (bene�ting 19,141 returnees).

CHALLENGES AND UNMET NEEDS

Access to civil documentation and 
justice for returnees is challenging due 
to the weak infrastructure and limited 
capacity of formal and informal justice 
mechanisms in Burundi.

There are gaps in support to 
reintegration and broader development 
e�orts in the main areas of return, lead-
ing to low absorption capacities.

Challenges remain for returnees to 
access housing and/or land. Limited 
supply of renewable household 
construction materials often impact the 
environment as well. 

Di�erences in the education systems 
provided in the countries of asylum 
cause children to drop out of school, 
due to educational challenges as well as 
administrative hurdles.
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